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PREFACE. 

The  writer  of  the  following  fheets  pofleffes 
very  high  efteem  for  Dr.  Prieftley,  as  the  amiable 
man  and  the  renowned  philofopher ;  and  wiihes 

the  reader  always  to  remember  that  it  is  the 

* 

Socman  only  whom  he  combats  and  expofes  in 
the  fucceeding  poem. 

Were  not  the  prophets  and  apoftles  divinely 
infpired  ?  Are  not  the  holy  fcriptures  the  only 
ftandard  of  religious  truth  ?  Are  not  the  divi¬ 
nity  and  atonement  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift: 
the  eifential  dodtrines  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
with  which  its  declarations,  promifes,  and  iii- 
ftitutes,  are  infeparably  connedled?  And  was 

not  the  Son  of  God  the  able  Saviour ,  as  well  as 

% 

the  infallible  prophet? — Muft  not,  therefore, 
the,  denial  of  thefe  interefting  and  evident  truths, 
when  accompanied  with  a  profefled  regard  and 

A  2  a  feeming 


(  iv  ) 

a  Teeming  zeal  for  revelation,  be  a  juft  fubjedi. 
of  ridicule  ?  What  —  defend  Chriftianity,  and 
yet  oppofe  its  peculiar  dodrines,  and  aftert  that 
the  apoftles,  who  uniformly  taught  them,  were 
miftaken!-— Can  there  pofiibly  exiftamore  glaring 
inconfiftency,  or  a  fitter  mark  for  the  ariows 
of  fatire ?  —  Can  that  fyftem  be  true  which  ex¬ 
punges  Tome  paftages  of  fcripture,  and  violently 
tortures  others  ? —  How  cold  and  trifling,  how 
forced  and  unnatural,  is  the  interpretation  which 
the  Sochians  give  of  many  paftages  ? —Were 
not  the  facred  records  defigned,  and  are  they 
not  adapted,  to  inftrud  the  ignorant,  the  poor, 
and  the  illiterate?' — And  is  it  not  a  great  re¬ 
flexion  upon  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God 
to  fuppofe  that  learned  critics  and  profound 
philofophers  only  can  comprehend  and  explain 

their  meaning? 

«  The  p  aft  ages  of -fcripture  which  call  Chnft 
a  man,  and  in  which  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
born ,  have  been  infilled  upon  as  making 
ci  ftrongly  for  the  Sochian  doctrine  ;  but  this  is 

an 
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ec  an  argument  which  makes  no  impreftion  upon 
“  me.  According  to  all  opinions  Chrift  was 
<(  truly  a  man,  and  is  properly  fo  called.  Had 
“  the  fcriptures  called  him  a  man,  and  added 
“  that  he  was  no  more  than  a  man,  this  queftion 
“  would  have  been  decided ;  but  they  have, 
I  think,  plainly  enough  afterted  the  contrary. 
“  That  humiliation  of  Chrift,  and  fufpenlion 
cc  of  his  powers,  which  is  implied  in  his  being 
“  made  a  man,  and  growing  up  from  infancy 
C(  to  mature  age,  fubjedl  to  all  our  wants  and 
cc  forrows,  is,  indeed,  as  to  the  manner  of  it, 
entirely  incomprehenfible  to  us:  but  is  this 
“  to  be  wondered  at,  conftdering  our  ignorance 
“  of  matter  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  laws  which 
govern  the  fuperior  inviiible  world  ?  Are 
we  not  continually  witnefles  to  fads  in  fome 
“  degree  ftmilar  to  this  ? — In  fbort,  thofe  who 
“  will  believe  nothing,  the  manner  and  caufes  of 
“  which  they  cannot  comprehend,  mufl  be  in 
the  way  to  believe  nothing  at  all*.” 

*  Dr.  Price’s  Sermons  on  the  Chriftian  Doctrine,  &c.  p.  140,  141. 

The 
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The  fcripture  paffages  which  fpeak  of  Chrift 
as  a  man  can  be  no  more  a  proof  that  he  is 
not  God,  than  thofe  paflages  in  which  his  divi¬ 
nity  is  aflerted  can  be  a  proof  that  he  is 
not  man.  T  he  truth  and  the  fadf  is,  the 
proper  divinity  and  the  real  humanity  of  Jefus 
Chrift  are  abundantly  revealed  in  the  facred 
oracles,  in  which  he  is  fometimes  fpoken  of 
as  God,  fometimes  as  man,  and  fometimes  as 
God  and  man  in  one  glorious  Emmanuel. 
Great,  indeed,  is  the  myftery  of  godlinefs ; 
God  was  manifeft  in  the  flefh  !  If  reafon  or 
philofophy,  therefore,  deny  the  divinity,  the 
miraculous  conception,  and  the  atonement  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  it  muft  rejedt  a  great  part  of 
divine  revelation.  If  the  opponents  of  thefe 
truths  will  not  believe  the  plain  and  numerous 
declarations  of  fcripture,  all  human  attempts  to 
explain  and  defend  them  muft  be  totally  vain 
and  ineffedtual. — (C  To  the  law  and  to  the  tef- 
timony :  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this 
word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them.” 

Let 
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Let  us  fearch  the  fcriptures,  for  in  them  we 

% 

have  eternal  life,  and  they  are  they  which 
teflify  of  Chrifl.  Great  thanks,  indeed,  are 
due  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  fo  ably 
defended  the  divinity  and  atonement  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  againfl  the  bold  attacks  of 
Socinianifm , 

The  writer  of  the  following  poem,  the  defign 
of  which  is  to  vindicate  the  facred  records 
againfl  the  proud  didates  of  fallible  reafon  and 
Philosophy  in  the  important  matters  of  religion, 
has  inferted  in  thefe  fheets  many  fcripture  proofs 
of  the  truths  he  defends,  which  he  earneflly  re¬ 
commends  to  the  ferious  perufal  of  the  im¬ 
partial  reader. 
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Prat  who  is  he  that  gravely  cries. 

With  folemn  face  and  low’ring  eyes, 

’Tis  wrong  to  life  luxuriant  wit, 

“  And  fportive  fatire’s  darts,  to  hit 
“  A  fage  divine,  a  reverend  name, 

“  Whofe  trads  a  learned  anfwer  claim  : 

/ 

ic  ?Tis  wrong,  in  a  farcattic  ttyle. 

On  reader’s  face  to  raife  a  fmile, 

«  When  fubjeds  of  a  ferious  kind 
«  Employ  our  calm  attentive  mind.” 

Yes,  Matter  Grave,  ’tis  wrong  indeed 
To  make  reveal’d  religion  bleed, 

And  madly  fight  againft  the  Lord, 

With  fatire’s  (hafts,  or  learning’s  fword; 

B  But 
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But  is  it  therefore,  pray,  a  crime 
To  combat  men’s  miftakes  in  rhyme  — 

T’  encounter  herefy  in  metre, 

And  with  farcafcic  fneer  to  treat  her  ? 

No  ;  {trip  the  wretch,  and  make  her  howl. 
With  fatire’s  fccurge,  through  all  her  loul  » 
What  fitter  arms  can  be  employ’d  ?y 
’Gainft  creeds  that  make  the  feriptute  void  ? 
In  wounding  error  to  the  heatt. 

Can  we  difeharge  too  keen  a  dart  ?  '*< 

% 

Or  rnuft  that  foe  be  gently  treated, 

Who  murders  truth  witE  blows  repeated  ? 

^f  fo,  how  fage  Elijah  err’d, 

When  mocking  fatire  he  preferr’d 
To  fober  reas’ning,  to  expofe 
The  fin  and  ignorance  of  thole 
Who  ferv’d  a  god  that  was  not  near  them, 
A  lleeping  god,  that  could  not  hear  them  r 
Were  ever  theme  more  facred  than  -  . 

The  prophet’s  ?  or  a  holier  man 
Than  he  who  flam’d  with  zeal  for  God, 
And  in  his  fiery  chariot  rode  ? 


Or 
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Or  fitter  means  for  noble  ends 

Than  his,  for  which  the  mufe  contends  ? 

Or  elfe  have  error,  truth,  and  fatire. 

Since  liv’d  Elijah,  chang’d  their  nature  ? 

0  ,  f 

Or  (fay)  muft  none  befide  the  feer 
-At  herefy  prefume  to  fneer  ? 

i 

Shall  inconfiftence  In  a  clown 
Deferve  the  laughter,  of  the  town  ? 

i  h 

And  why  not,  pray,  in  huge  divines. 

The  chaftening  of  farcaflic  lines  ? 

Let  the  bold  Champion  quite  renounce 
The  bible  totally  at  once  ; 

.o.  v  •••, 

*  ^nd  fatire  inftantly  ftiould  then 

..•***■  » 

"'‘In  filence  drop  her  poignant  pen  ; 

Her  horror  infidels  excite ; 

^  §t^rn  argument  thofe  foes  muft  fight ; 

SKef  trembling,  fhuns  fo  dire  a  fight. 

Or  is  Socinus’  frightful  creed 
A  very  harmlefs  thing  indeed, 

That,  like  an  infant,  mult  be  dandled, 

And  footh’d,  and  delicately  handled  ? 

Or  facred,  fince  ’tis  interlin’d 

* 

' -***  IVYith  fcripture-phrafes,  well  refin’d, 

if 

B  2  And 
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And  to  be  treated,  where  they’re  found, 

Tike  holy  writ,  with  awe  profound  ? 

Shall  poifon,  then,  be  reckon’d  good 
When  ferv’d,  like  fauce,  with  wholefomc  food 
.Will  truth  and  error  mix  together, 

Like  drugs,  and  qualify  each  other  ? 

*that9  dill  as  heav’nly  we  fliould  relifli, 
fthis,  ever  lothe,  and  dread  as  hellilh: 

Wc  fep’rate,  then,  Socinus’  dridtures. 

With  caution,  from  the  facred  fcriptures, 

And  treat  his  daggers,  boldly  wielded. 
Howe’er  with  fcripture-phrafes  gilded. 

As  good  Elijah  did  of  old 
The  gods  of  filver  and  of  gold. 

i  , 

The  huge  Socini  an,  none  befides, 

Who  ldalks  along  with  haughty  drides, 

And  braves  a  hod,  we  aim  to  wound. 

And  lay  expiring  on  the  ground. 

The  man  we  cordially  revere, 

[  v 

His  virtues  claim  refpect  fin  cere  ; 

\ 

O,  had  the  Chrijlian  dione  fo  bright, 

The  chara&er  had  charm’d  our  fight ! 

T 
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The  learn’d  philofopher  will  claim, 

And  long  poffefs,  unrivall’d  fame  : 
Nature  to  his  unwearied  eye 
Unveils  her  myft’ries,  deep  and  high  ; 
Bids  him  her  tow’ring  heights  afcend 
And  owns  him  her  familiar  friend  : 

Too  circumfcrib’d  th’ European  feas, 

Too  fhort  an  age,  to  found  his  praife. 
The  writer ,  likewife,  we  admire; 

His  eafe,  his  elegance,  and  lire  : 

O  !  had  his  charming  pen  difplay’d 
The  glories  of  creation’s  Head, 

We  Ihould  have  blefs’d  his  glowing  page. 
And  bid  it  teach  the  lateft  age. 

But  ah  !  the  mufe  with  pain  proceeds,. 
And  mourns  when  the  divine  fhe  reads, 

So  on  a  morn  ferene  and  fair 
Black  ftorms  arife,  and  chill  the  air ; 
The  beauteous  Iky  no  more  is  feen. 

And  ftraight  we  quit  the  fmiling  green. 
What  envious  clouds  of  error  rife 
O’er  htis  fair  page,  and  from  our  eyes 


Conceal 
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Conceal  the  rich  refulgent  grace 
Deiign’d  to  fave  our  ruin'd  race, 

And  fcarce  permit  a  beam  to  (bine 
From  the  Redeemer’s  face  divine! 

O!  had philofophy  alone 
Employ’d  a  pen  fo  much  her  own. 

His  bright  produdtions  would  have  ihone 
Refembling  the  meridian  fun  ; 

The  mind  illumin’d,  warm’d  the  foul. 
And  bid  a  world  admire  the  whole ! 
While,  with  his  philofophic  pen. 

He  blends  the  vain  conceits  of  men 
With  truth  divine,  he  doth  but  try 
With  dying  fparks  to  ftud  the  iky  ; 

Or,  with  a  drop  from  01T  his  quill, 

The  boundlefs  ocean’s  bed  to  fill. 

Celeftial  Truth,  (ah,  lovely  gueft!) 

In  fairer  robes  can  ne’er  be  dreil 
Than  thofe  in  which  ihe  left  the  ikies 
To  vifit  earth,  and  blefs  our  eyes  : 

The  glimmering  taper  may  as  foon 
Add  luftre  to  the  radiant  noon 


A$ 


As  human  reafon  add  a  grace 
To  her  fupremely  beauteous  face  : 

Vhilofophy  and  truth  divine 

With  rays  unmixt,  difiin&ly  flfine  ; 

‘That,  from  a  fmall  and  muddy  fource. 

Swells  and  refines  through  all  her  courfe  ; 

This,  from  th’  eternal  Fount  of  Light, 

Unchanging  %  flows  divinely  bright; 

*  * 

And,  like  the  lucid  fpring  of  day. 

Emits  a  pure  inceflant  ray: 

A  glow-worm  that ,  and  this  a  fun. 

And  wide  apart  the  tracks  they  run  ; 

'That  claims  the  aid  of  tedious  art. 

This  only  alks  the  honed  heart. 

And  fuits  as  well  the  ruflic  mind 
As  the  learn’d  fage  and  tafte  refin’d  : 

a  “  When  our  modern  divines  talk  of  improvements  in  religion 
61  as  well  as  philofophy ,  they  feem  to  forget  that  the  facred  code 
<t  has  been  complete  for  more  than  feventeen  hundred  years,  and 

that  it  is  at  our  peril  we  prefume  to  alter  it.” - See  page  2 

of  an  excellent  treatife  entitled  ‘  An  Addrefs  to  the  ferious 
*  and  candid  ProfefTors  of  Chriftianity,’  price  3d  only,  fold  by 
Buckland ;  in  which  the  Socinisn  errors  are  concisely  and  molt 
ably  refuted* 
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Different  their  nature,  fourcc,  and  all 
That  beams  in  Prieflley,  this  in  Paul. 

The  heav’nly  truths,  that  brightly  fhine 
In  the  refulgent  page  divine, 

Are,  like  the  fun,  beheld  on  high 
Without  a  philofophic  eye  ; 

Tranfparent  faith,  no  human  art. 

Admits  their  rays  to  warm  the  heart  : 

Proud  reafon’s  tube  confounds  the  light, 

And  fenfe  is  drown’d  with  beams  fo  bright* 

Pie  that  would  learn  in  Johns’  fchool, 

Muft  firft,  with  Paul,  become  a  fool: 

Mere  human  fcience,  oft,  we  find. 

But  fwells  with  pride  the  pedant  mind ; 

And  what  vain  fcholiafts  wifdom  deem 
Is  foolifhnefs  in  God’s  efleem. 

“  But  can  a  genius  fo  fublime, 

<c  And  pow’rs  which  nature’s  fummit  climb, 
cc  In  facred  fcience  widely  err  ?” 

Perufe  his  page,  and  then  infer 

That  truth  divine  is  learn’d  alone 

Of  H  im  who  makes  his  counfels  known. 

And* 


C  17  ) 

And  how  philofophy  may  blind  * 

.  Or  quite  miflead,  a  curious  mind. 

Who  belt  can  draw  falvation’s  plan  — 

Th’  offended  God,  or  rebel  man  ? 

/ 

Which  is  of  light  the  fount  fupreme. 

The  fun,  or  the  expiring  beam  ? 

Which  claims  the  preference,  facred  writ 
By  heaven  infpir’d,  or  daring  wit  ? 

Which  fliall  we  follow  as  our  guide  — • 

Celeflial  truth,  or  human  pride  ?  — 

The  Son  of  God  and  his  apoflles. 

Or  the  philofopher  who  jofhles 
The  holy  penmen  from  their  ftation. 

And  dares  contend  with  revelation  ? 

Which  fliall  inflruct  us  how  to  pray, 

Whofe  name  to  plead,  and  what  to  fay  — « 

The  facred  fcriptures,  or  Socinus, 

Whofe  frigid  tenets  would  incline  us 
Not  to  regard  ChrifTs  mediation 
In  any  a£t  of  adoration  ? 

But  does  Socinus  ever  pray. 

And  his  religious  homage  pay  ? 

C  Yes, 


(  IS  ) 


Yes,  certainly ;  and  if  you  doubt  it-^» 
Tread  foftly  —  hark  !  he’s  now  about  it. 


‘  O  thou,  of  matter  b  mod  refin’d, 
c  Mod  fubtile,  pure,  and  unconfin’d  — 

‘  The  origin  of  all  mankind — 
e  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  a  creature 
c  So  juft,  in  every  moral  feature, 

*  As  not  to  need  a  mediator 
c  To  intercede  with  my  Creator  ; 
c  Or  if  I  fhould,  at  any  time, 
c  Be  guilty  of  a  trivial  crime, 
c  My  own  obedience  will  alone 


V. 


For  all  my  trefpafles  atone ; 


b  “  I  believe,"  Sociniis  fays,  <e  concerning  God,  that  he  is  ml 


“  a  fpirity  properly  fpeaking,  i.  e.  immaterial  and  incorporeal, 
e<  but  that  he  is  fuch  another  fort  of  body  as  air  or  ether  is  :  that 
ft  he  is  not  immenfe  and  infinite,  and  every  where  prefent,  but  is 
“  confined  to  certain  places  ;  that  he  has  no  knowledge  of  fuch  fu- 
*(  ture  events  as  depend  on  the  free-wfill  of  man  ;  and  that  it  is 
impojfible  that  thefe  things  fhould  be  foreknown  by  him :  that 
“  there  is  a  fuccefijion  in  God’s  eternal  duration  as  well  as  there 
4t  is  in  time,  which  is  the  meafure  of  that  duration  which  be- 
longs  to  finite  beings.” 


Roland's  Contempla ♦  vol.ii.  p.  139. 


By 
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*  By  my  own  virtue,  deeds,  and  merit, 
e  I  (hall  eternal  life  inherit  ; 

*  And,  if  a  pardon  c  ftill  I  need, 

c  T’  obtain  that  pardon  now  I  plead 
6  My  golden  duties,  which,  thou  knoweft 
<  Are  of  great  value,  ev’n  the  lowed  ; 

‘  But  never  will  I  once  make  mention, 
c  To  gain  thy  favour  and  attention, 
c  Of  Jefus’  life  and  facrifice  — 
e  My  reformation  fhall  fufficeh 
c  I  ne’er  will  fupplicate  thy  throne 

c  In  Jefus’  name,  but  in  my  own  ; 

/ 

c  “  It  is  acknowledged  a  neceflitarian  cannot  accufe  himfelf  of 
il  having  done  wrong  in  the  ultimate  fenfe  of  the  word.  He  has 
“  in  this  ftri6t  fenfe  nothing  to  do  with  repentance,  confeffion,  or 
**  pardon,  which  are  all  adapted  to  a  different,  imperfe6l,  and  a 
“  fallacious  view  of  things.”  Dr.  Priejiley's  llluftra.  p.  301. 

d  **  Repentance  and  a  good  life  are,  of  t hemf elves ,  fufficient  to 
“  recommend  us  to  the  divine  favour  — ■  and  nothing  is  requifite  to 
“  make  men,  in  all  fituations,  the  obje&s  of  his  favour,  but  fuch 
c*  moral  conduct  as  he  has  made  them  capable  of.” 

Corrup.  p.  155,  279. 

So  that  Chrift  is  not  made  unto  us  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fan&i- 
fication,  and  redemption  !  1.  Cor.  i.  30. 

But  what  degree  of  repentance  and  virtue  is  fufficient  to  recom¬ 
mend  us  to  the  divine  favour  ? 

C  2  *  No, 
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‘  No,  verily,  nor  e’er  partake- 
c  Of  pard’ning  grace  for  Jefus’  fake  ; 
c  I  never  will  be  juftided 
‘  Through  one  who  as  a  martyr  died ; 
c  i’ll  fooner  not  be  fav’d  at  all 
‘  Than  trull  in  him,  like  crazy  Paul ; 

‘  And  perifh  in  tld  infernal  dame, 
c  Rather  than  hope  in  Jefus’  name: 
c  Faith  in  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs 
c  Are  words  1  hate,  I  mull  confefs, 

‘  As  a  corruption  of  the  fcriptures, 
c  That,  like  fome  ancient  popifh  pictures, 

‘  Hath  long  the  Chrillian  church  difgrac’d, 

\ 

‘  And  quite  offends  the  modern  tafte  : 

‘  If  Paul  will  glory  in  his  crofs, 

£  And  reckon  all  for  Chrift  but  lofs, 

<  Him  as  my  Saviour  I’ll  difown, 
c  And  triumph  in  myfeif  alone. 

«  When  in  the  arms  of  death  I  pray, 

*  I  never  will,  as  Stephen, e  fay, 

«  Lord 

t  «  To  conclude,  as  you  have  done,  from  the  Angle  cafe  of 

CC  Stephen,  that  all  Chriftians  are  authorifed  to  pray  to  Chrift,  is 

“  like 


/ 
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Lord  Jefus,  now  my  foul  receive  f* 

*  No  bible  faint  fhall  me  deceive : 

*  Fll  not  engage  the  king  ot  terrors 

c  With  ancient  martyrs’  fav’rite  errors, 
f  The  fuff ’rings  of  the  Lamb  of  God, 

<  The  crofs  of  Chrift,  the  Saviour’s  blood, 

*  Were  ne’er  defign’d  to  heal  our  wounds, 

<  And  are  but  “  harfli”  unmeaning  founds ; 

6  But  virtue ,  O  that  charming  word  ! 

*  Shall  me  all  needful  aid  afford, 

c  Deal  tyrant  death  a  mortal  blow, 

*  And  triumph  o’er  the  final  foe  * 

‘  And,  while  before  thy  bar  I  Band, 
f  I  fliall  appear  at  thy  right  hand 
6  In  my  own  righteoufnefs  complete ; 

6  And  near  thy  throne  affume  my  feat, 

‘  Whilfl  thou,  my  judge,  wilt  freely  own 
f  My  works  deferve  a  heav’nly  crown. 

“  like  concluding  that  all  matter  lias  a  tendency  to  go  upwards, 
<<  becaufe  a  needle  will  do  fo  when  a  magnet  is  held  over  it.” 

Dr.  Prief  ley's  Letter  XIV.  to  the  Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans . 

What  an  idolater  this  Stephen  mufthave  been  l 


* 


*  But 
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e  But  never  will  I  join  the  fong 
c  Of  the  idolatrizing  throng 
*  Who  worfhip  Jefus  Chrift  their  king, 

c  And  ileal  him  praifes  while  they  ling  — » 

/ 

iC  To  him  that  lov’d  us  as  a  God, 

44  And  wafh’d  us  with  his  precious  blood 
“  From  all  our  fins,  that  we  might  (land 
u  A  kingly  and  a  prieilly  band, 
tc  In  robes  refplendent,  all  his  own, 

44  Before  his  Father’s  radiant  throne, 

44  Be  power,  dominion,  glory,  praife, 

44  Afcrib’d  through  everlailing  days  !” 

4  I  bear  refpedt  to  Mofes’  name, 

4  But  never  will  adore  the  Lamb  f ; 

4  No!  I  fhall  tell  a  different  ilory,  ^ 

4  And  to  myfelf  afcribe  the  glory. 

6  I  thank  thee  for  my  native  light, 

4  That  always  leads  me  in  the  right, 

6  Without  the  fpirit  to  reveal 

* 

4  What  weak  enthufiails  dream  they  feel, 

t  i 

f  As  Dr.  Prieftley  will  not  join  with  any  who  worfhip  Jefus 
Chrift  on  earth,  what  will  lie  do  when  begets  to  heaven? 

4  And 


\ 


✓ 


* 
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c  And  that  I  need  no  other  grace 

*  Than  my  own  powers  preferv’d  in  place : 

/ 

*  Myfelf  alone,  no  aid  divine, 

6  Makes  me  fo  bright  in  virtue  thine  : 

‘  I  dare  not  fay,  for  ’tis  not  true, 
cc  That  which  I  would  I  cannot  do,” 
e  Or  that  my  all-fufficience  lies 

*  In  him  who  dwells  above  the  Ikies. 

c  O  haden  thou  that  glorious  day, 
c  When  my  new  fcheme  fhall  fweep  away, 

(  As  rubbilh  that  deforms  the  nation, 

% 

c  The  doctrines  of  the  reformation, 

‘  And,  in  their  dead,  eredd  around 
(  A  fyftem  rational  and  found ; 
i  Then  every  tribe  of  Unitarians, 

€  Or  learned  Greeks,  or  rude  barbarians, 
c  Shall  join  in  worfhip  far  more  pure 
c  Than  trinitarians  could  endure. 

€  Let  all  the  evangelic  race, 

*  That  dun  our  ears  with  faving  grace* 
i  For  ever  ceafe,  and,  in  their  dead, 

*  Socinus*  wife  difciples  fpread: 

*  Let 


1 
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*  Let  all  the  Chriftian  world  adore 

*  The  name  of  Jofeplis  fon  no  more; 

£  Let  Jefus’  crofs  fall  to  the  ground, 

6  And  reafon’s  oracles  confound 
s  The  worfhippers  of  Chrift ;  and  then 
‘  Thy  name  be  ever  prais’d  —  Amen.’ 

The  ancient  fathers’  ghofts  he  fummons, 

(Like  Britilh  kings  a  Houfe  of  Commons,) 

To  mutter  out  an  aye  or  no , 

Juft  as  his  creed  would  have  them  go  : 

But  how  they  fquint !  O  hideous  creatures ! 

And  how  diftorted  s  are  their  features  ! 

g  Is  it  at  all  ftrange  if  Dr.  Priftley,  who  gives  fuch  a  wrong 
explanation  of  feripture,  fhould  alfo  mifreprefent  the  fentiments 
of  the  fathers  ?  “  In  general,  then,  we  make  no  fcruple  of  affert- 

«  ing,  in  the  moft  dire&  and  unqualified  language,  (for  Dr. 
«  Prieftley  defires  us  to  ufe  no  ceremony,)  that  in  the  above  re- 
“  prefentation  of  Juftin’s  fentiments  we  meet  with  the  moft 
(C  flagrant  and  unaccountable  mutilation  of  a  plain  paflage  that 
“  the  difingenuity  of  a  controvertift,  who  is  determined  to  ‘  keep 
“  it  up,  per  fas  et  ne  fas,'1  ever  prefented  us  with.” 

Monthly  Review  for  fan-  1784,  p*  6i. 

<c  We  never  remember  to  have  feen  a  plain  paflage  fo  ftrangely 
(t  perverted  as  this  of  Jerom’s,  in  Dr.  Prieftley’ s  tranflation  :  it 

makes  the  learned  father  fpeak  nonfenfe.”  Ib.  p.  67. 

/ 

When 


) 


When  in  the  crowd  appears  Saint  Paul 
To  him,  as  Samuel  did  to  Saul, 

We  can't  but  {mile,  with  all  our  candour* 
And  call  to  mind  the  witch  of  Endor : 

His  lilt  of  feds  in  days  of  yore. 

And  their  fage  dreams  (price  one  pound  four } 
Shall  vanquifh  all  the  Trinitarians, 

And  quite  annihilate  the  Arians. 

The  Trinity,  that  monltrous  error. 

Which  yields  the  Champion  fo  much  terror, 
At  all  events  mult  be  o'erthrown— 

His  brave  allies  fhall  tread  it  down. 

The  mighty  holt  of  Ebionites 

(In  whofe  rear-guard  the  hero  lights) 

Have  great  exploits  in  battle  done. 

And  many  noble  vid’ries  won  — 

Chopp'd  off  Saint  Matthew's  Iturdy  feet  hP 
And  made  Saint  John  in  halte  retreat; 

fibd  . 

Saint  Luke  they’ve  alfo  forely  wounded, 
And  all  th’  apoftles  quite  confounded  : 


h  The  two  firft  chapters  of  St,  Matthew. 


(  26  ) 

And  now  the  creeds  of  their  wife  age 
Deck  and  enrich  the  Champion’s  page. 

The  cryftal  fpring  fuits  not,  it  feems. 

His  tafte  fo  well  as  muddy  {treams— 

Heretic  Ebion  is  the  guide 
In  whom  he  fafely  may  confide ; 

And  Ebion  ought  to  be  preferr’d 
T’  evangelifts  5,  who  grofily  err’d,  .J 

When  revelation  is  difguis’d. 

The  great  Revealer  is  defpifed ; 

The  King  of  Glory,  and  his  will. 

Mull  (land  or  fall  together  {till : 

The  Champion  this  will  freely  own. 

And  both  he  thrufls  together  down  ; 

*  “  The  Ebionites,  who  dilbelieved  the  miraculous  conception, 
*£  confidered  thofe  evangelifts  (viz.  Matthew  and  Luke)  fimply 
4e  as  hiftorians,  and  by  no  means  as  infpired  writers  j  fo  that  they 
t{  thought  themfelveS  at  liberty  to  admit  or  difregard  their  tefti- 
*e  mony  to  particular  fatts,  according  to  their  opinion  of  their 
«  evidence  being  competent  or  not  competent  in  thofe  particular 
««  cafes.  I  have  frequently  avowed  myfelf  not  to  be  a  believer  m 
gt  the  infpiration  of  the  evangelifts  and  apoftles  as  writers  ;  and 
have  given  my  reafons  pretty  much  at  large  for  my  opinion.’* 
Dr.  Priejilefs  Letters  to  the  Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans ,  p.  132. 

Let  us  in  future  look  to  the  Ebionites  and  Lr,  Prieftley,  and  n<rt 
to  the  evangelifts,  as  our  fureft  guides ! 


Beneath 
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Beneath  his  dagger  both  muft  bleed— 

If  either  Hand,  down  falls  his  creed ; 

This  Jefus  and  his  truth  muft  die— 
Both  on  one  tree  he’ll  crucify ; 

His  perfon,  doftrine,  grace,  and  all, 

Muft  at  the  feet  of  reafon  fall. 

But  why  exclaim  and  loudly  cry 
c<  Away  with  him  —  he  ought  to  die  1 
What  hath  he  done  ?  let  Calvary  tell  — 
Redeem’d  a  world,  and  vanquilh’d  hell ! 
What  hath  he  fpoken  ?— words  of  life ! 

At  which  Socinus  is  at  ftrife; 

And  aims,  with  his  heretic  breath, 

To  put  to  a  difgraceful  death; 

To  thefe  a  mortal  ftab  he’ll  give. 

And  his  Barabbas  creed  muft  live. 

Chrift  and  his  crofs  were  nail’d  together. 
And  ftill  are  fatten’d  to  each  other; 
He  will  not  bury  one  alone. 

But  both  entomb  beneath  one  ftone : 
His  deity  and  merits  ought 
To  £>e  excluded  from  our  thought. 

D  2 


This 
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♦ 


This  idol k  fhould  be  buried  deep. 

For  ever  in  the  earth  to  deep  : 

He’ll  dig  his  grave  with  willing  hands. 

Make  faft  the  ilone  with  iron  bands, 

And  place  a  watchful  guard  around  ; 

Led  his  old  friends  approach  the  ground. 

Roll  off  the  done  without  delay. 

And  take  their  idol  Chrift  away. 

The  Lord  of  Life,  that  heav’nly  light. 

Thus  deep  interr’d,  far  out  of  fight, 

k  “  You  (the  Jews)  are  the  worfhippers  of  the  one  living  and 
6C  true  God.  But,  befidd  him,  the  generality  of  Chriftians  have 
et  paid  divine  honours  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and,  in  a  great  meafure, 
t(  alib  to  thofe  dead  men,  whom  they  have  called  faints,  who  were 
*c  no  more  the  proper  objefts  of  worfhip  than  images  of  wood  and 
<c  ftorie,  the  works  of  men’s  hands.” 

Dr.  Prieftley's  Addrefs  to  the  Jews,  p.  3. 

cc  Jefus  Chrift,  who  was  of  your  nation,  was  a  worftiipper  of  the 
{(  fame  God  with  yourfelyes.  He  taught  his  followers  to  worfhip 
“  the  fame  Great  Being  and  no  other  j  and  to  regard  liimfelf  as  their 
te  mafter,  but  as  nothing  more  than  the  mefienger  and  fervant  of 
(i  God,  a  prophet  like  unto  Mofes.  This  rational  do&rine  pre- 
Ci  vails  more  and  more  among  Chriftians  :  by  reading  the  New 
li  Teftament  you  will  eafily  fatisfy  yourfelves  that  there  has  been 

no  more  juft  reafon  why  Chriftians  fhould  pay  divine  honours 
(( to  Chrift,  than  your  anceftors  had  to  worfhip  Mofes.”  Ib.  p. 

'4  here’s  an  affertion  for  you  !—but  will  the  Jews  believe  it  ? 

Refulgent 


/ 
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Refulgent  reason  then  will  ftiine 
Alone  —  unrivall’d  —  all  divine  ! 

And,  ’dead  of  ITeav’n’s,  Soci  nits’  page 
Illumine  the  improving  age. 

So  when  the  radiant  fun  is  fet. 

And  fable  night  affumes  her  date, 

The  glow-worm  in  the  ditch  difplays 
Its  feeble,  cold,  nodturnal  rays. 

A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G, 

All  do&ors  in  divinity, 

Were  feven  wife  men  of  diining  parts, 
Proficients  in  the  liberal  arts, 
Philofophers,  mathematicians, 

Hidorians,  critics,  and  logicians  : 

They,  on  a  time,  conven’d  together. 

On  purpofe  to  confult  each  other 
What  articles  of  faith  to  frame  ; 

What  to  embrace,  what  to  difclaim  ; 
And  IT,  and  Y,  who  fat  behind, 

Upon  occadon  fpoke  their  mind. 

Thefe  feven  agreed,  on  fetting  out. 
That  reafon  be  the  judge,  no  doubt, 


What 
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Wliat  to  believe  as  truth  divine, 

And  what  as  error  to  decline. 

Of  things  an  ancient  book  contains. 

Deem’d  facred  writ  by  vulgar  brains. 

Grave  Doctor  A,  with  gown  and  band, 
Spoke  firft  to  the  affair  in  hand  ; 

And,  in  a  peremptory  tone. 

Decried  all  creeds  except  his  own : 

He  laid  it  down  as  his  decilion. 

That  every  feripture  proportion, 

(Say)  out  of  ninety,  ten,  at  lead. 

Cannot  be  true;— fo  faid  the  reft:' 

For  reafon  cannot  comprehend  them. 

And  they  are  fools  who  would  defend  them# 
B  faid  thofe  old  miftakes  were  more— 
Inftead  of  ten  they  were  a  fcore. 

C  into  thirty  iwell’d  the  number  : 

But  D  could  forty  well  remember. 

E  faid  that  reafon  muft  explode 
Full  fifty,  as  a  cumbrous  load  : 

But  F  declar’d  there  were,  in  all, 

9Bove  fixty  found  alone  in  Paul. 


Then 
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Then  Dodtor  G —  of  fcull  capacious* 

Containing  brains  the  moft  fagacious. 

Of  all  the  feven  the  moft  difcerning. 

And  chief  in  every  branch  of  learning, 
* 

Declar’d  his  fentiments  moft  freely, 
(And  with  extreme  expertnefs  really) 
That  all  his  brethren,  he  fufpedted. 
Were  not  quite  found ;  for  he  rejedted 
The  whole  of  the  fuppofed  number 
Of  bible  dodtrines,  as  old  lumber. 

Not  fuited  for  his  modern  creed-— 

% 

Except  a  very  few  indeed  : 

He  fhould,  with  reafon’s  rule  and  line, 
Adjuft  each  tenet  term’d  divine  ; 

And,  with  the  plane  of  reafon,  next 
Shave  off  each  rough  protub’rant  text : 
And,  having  meafur’d,  with  precifion. 
Each  ancient  fcripture  propofition. 

Out  of  the  ninety  he  chofe  twenty  ; 
And  thofe  he  deem’d  materials  plenty. 
When  join’d  together  with  his  own. 
To  frame  a  creed  of  great  renown. 


Then 
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'Then  H  —  fuperlatively  wife. 

But  in  his  own  admiring  eyes. 

Shrewd  and  loquacious  as  you  pleafc; 

Who  foreign  tongues  could  fpeak  with  eafe — * 
(For  he  had  travell’d  to  and  fro 
All  over  Europe,  you  muft  know ; 

Had  long  refided  at  Berlin, 

And  learned  Frederick  oft  had  feen) — 

Spoke  next,  but  with  the  doctors’  leave  : 

“  The  difference,  gentlemen,  I  perceive, 
Between  your  fentiments,  is  not 
So  great  as  fome  weak  heads  have  thought, 

Appearing  only  in  my  eye 
As  various  fhades  of  the  fame  dye  : 

You  all  agree  that  reafon  reigns, 

And  leads  th’apoftles  in  her  chains  5 
And  that  it  is  a  mighty  treafon 
Againft  her  throne  to  fubjed  reafon 
To  the  control  of  revelation, 

And  thus  degrade  her  noble  ftation  : 

The  parts  your  feven-fold  creed  comprifeS, 
Like  Crifpin’s  lafts  of  various  fizes. 


Differ 


I 
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Differ  in  magnitude  and  name. 

But  are  in  quality  the  fame; 

All  of  you,  gentlemen,  are  guided 
By  reafons.  rays,  howe’er  divided  : 

I  grant,  indeed,  that  reafon’s  rays 
In  a  more  full,  refulgent  blaze, 

Have  fhone  on  G’s  diftmguifh’d  eyes ; 
Though  each  of  you,  I  own,  is  wife. 

Purfue  your  way  by  the  fame  light. 

And  foon  you’ll  all  be  in  the  right : 

The  difference  now  ’twixt  you  and  me 
Will  quite  fubfide,  good  Dodtor  G. — 

Your  guide’s  the  twilight,  mine  the  day, 

Reafon  alone  diredls  my  way  : 

The  Scripture  you  deny  in  part. 

But  I  in  whole ,  with  all  my  heart. 

H  ended.  Y  then  fpoke  his  mind  — 

A  gentleman  of  parts  refin  d ; 

In  learning  equal  to  the  reft. 

Of  confcious  redtitude  poffefs’d ; 

Companion,  gravity  ferene, 

And  dignity,  adorn’d  his  mien; 

E  H 


/ 
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His  voice,  his  eyes,  his  gefture,  fhow’d 
With  what  warm  zeal  his  bofom  glow'd  j 
Celeflial  fire  flam'd  on  his  tongue ; 

On  every  ear  attention  hung : 

Thus  Y — “  Since,  gentlemen,  you  call 
For  my  opinion  of  you  all. 

My  fentiments  I  fliall  impart 
With  more  integrity  than  art. 

Though  I  abominate  the  whole 
Of  H's  fcheme,  with  all  my  foul 
Yet  I  allow  he  reafons  well 
On  your  and  his  own  principle  : 

FI  is  impious,  proud,  definitive  creed 
Does  yet  in  one  point  your's  exceed ; 
Conjijlency ,  his  only  boafl. 

In  your  difeordant  creeds  is  loft ; 
Confident  only  is  your  fcheme 
When  all  the  Scripture  you  difclaim  ? 
Which  of  your  half-deiftic  brains 
This  light  infallible  contains  ? 

Which  of  you,  doctors,  is  the  fun  ? 

And  which  the  orbs  that  round  it  run? 


Does 
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Does  peerlefs  reafon  dwell  in  G 
In  a  fuperlative  degree? 

Did  he  fo  brilliantly  illume 

Hobbes,  Tindal,  Shaftefbury,  Chubb,  and  Hume? 

Or  did  you,  G,  derive  your  light 

From  thofe  great  Bars  that  (hone  fo  bright  ? 

Which  of  you  feven  (hall  I  believe  ?  , 

Whofe  fentiments  fhall  I  receive  ? 

Among  yourfelves  you  difagree, 

And  Scripture  lop,  as  fteel  the  tree ; 

You  fplit  the  truth  at  which  you  blunder* 

As  wedges  rend  the  trunk  afunder : 

The  Tree  of  Life  you  dare  to  fhrowd. 

As  if  his  boughs  were  grown  too  proud— 
Boughs  which  have  raging  ftorms  withftood. 
And  yielded  martyrs  precious  food  • 

To  fuit  your  vain  fantaftic  taibe, 

His  beauteous  form  muft  be  difgrac’d : 

Since  you  diflike  his  lliape  and  fruit, 

Deftroy  at  once  both  branch  and  root; 

Nor  think,  with  all  your  learned  crafty 

On  this  celeftial  plant  to  graft 

E  %  'The 
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The  baneful  fhoots  of  human  creeds  — 
Proud  reafon’s  wild  pernicious  weeds: 

Th’  eternal  God,  with  fword  in  hand. 

Bids  all  his  boughs  immortal  {land ; 

Woe  to  the  wretch  that  mars  a  limb  — 

So  good  for  man,  fo  dear  to  Him ! 

Like  the  fair  Source  of  boundlefs  light. 

Pure  Revelation  charms  the  fight. 

And  forms  a  bright,  a  glorious  whole, 

T’  illumine  and  revive  the  foul. 

<c  The  fun  has  fpots”  you  will  reply  — 

Yes,  to  a  telefcopic  eye: 

The  fpots  on  Revelation’s  face 
Do  not  her  heavenly  form  difgrace : 

If  fpots  you  term  them,  they  are  found 

To  be  dread  myfteries,  fo  profound 

*  * 

As  not  to  be  by  your  dim  light 
Difpeli’d,  or  chang’d,  or  render’d  bright: 

Nor  can  you  meafure  their  dimenfions 
With  your  contradted  apprehenfions : 

Try  on  the  fun  your  wondrous  ikill. 

And  make  him  mpre  refplendent  ftill- 

Bi4 
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Bid  all  his  fpots  at  once  retire 
Before  the  fparks  of  your  own  fire; 

Then,  by  your  light-emitting  ftridtures. 

Add  greater  luftre  to  the  fcriptures. 

Go  !  teach  your  Maker  how  to  fpeak, 

Corred  what  He  has  fpoken  weak; 

Go  !  melt  his  antique  coinage  down ; 

Produce-  a  bible  all  your  own. 

Of  fairer  form,  and  folid  gold. 

Like  Ifrael’s  molten  calf  of  old ; 

Or,  rather,  dig  in  reafon  s  mine 
For  metal  which  you  may  refine 
More  brightly  ftill,  and  with  lefs  pains 
Than  all  that  droffy  coin  contains. 

Why  not  reje&s  your  lawlefs  wit 
The  whole ,  not  part,  of  holy  writ — • 

Since  fovereign  reafon  muft  decide, 

(I  might  have  faid  confummate  pride) 

What  is  and  is  not  truth  divine, 

In  every  page,  in  every  line  ? 

Pray  tell  me  where ,  in  each  dark  feafon, 

May  I  approach  dais  goddefs  reafon, 

*  .. 
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And  where  refides  this  peerlefs  queen ; 

Is  fhe  by  mortals  ever  feen  ? 

Yes ;  you  attend  her  majefty, 

A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G ; 

You  feven  furround  her  radiant  throne, 

To  you  fhe  makes  her  pleafure  known ; 
You  fhare  her  fmiles ;  you  well  maintain 
The  honours  of  her  glorious  reign; 

Her  laws  obey,  obferve  her  nod. 
Pronounce  her  wifer  than  a  God ; 

And  in  the  held  her  banners  fpread. 

With  H,  her  favourite,  at  your  head. 

But  why  fo  mutable  her  mind. 

And  more  inconflant  than  the  wind  ? 

And  why  fuch  antick  forms  affume  ? 

Why  now  a  Prieflley,  then  a  Hume  ? 
Cameleon-like,  why  change  her  hue. 

That  none  can  take  her  pi&ure  true  ? 

And  why  to  you  remain  unknown, 

Though  claim'd  by  each  as  long  his  own  ? 
Poor  queen  !  how  is  her  face  diflorted  ! 

A  frightful  figure,  ill  fupported  ! 


A  heathen 
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A  heathen  goddefs,  deck’d  and  painted 
With  fcripture  tints— a  finner  fainted! 

5Tis  wanton  reafon  you  admire  — 

A  harlot,  drefl  in  gay  attire  ; 

Claim'd  by  you  all ,  poifed’d  by  none , 

No  fooner  gain’d  than  (lie  is  gone ; 

Proud,  flubborn,  clamorous,  uncontroird/ 

She  fcorns  grave  truth  as  blind  and  old ; 

With  infincere,  dclufive  fmiles. 

Conceited  pedants  (lie  beguiles ; 

Shoves  Revelation  from  the  wall. 

And  claims  precedence  ot  Saint  Pam  : 

Thus  (be  rebels  againft  the  Lord ; 

Firft  tries,  then  executes,  his  word* 

The  beauteous  fair,  born  from  above* 

Offspring  of  facred  truth  and  love, 

Whofe  name  fhe  arrogantly  deals. 

And  with  whofe  mafk  her  face  fhe  veilsy 
Refembles  not  in  any  feature 
Your  monflrous  hydra-headed  creature ;  -  a 
Is  chafle,  fedate,  of  moded  mien, 

Of  fparkling  eyes,  of  looks  ferene,— 

Is 
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Is  humble,  diffident,  and  meek, 

Nor  will  undue  preferment  feek,  — 

With  Mary  fits  at  Jefus*  feet, 

Imbibing  truth  divinely  fweet; 

i 

She  fixes  her  admiring  fight 

On  the  foie  Fount  of  heavenly  light ; 

Attentive  hears  her  rightful  Lord, 

And,  trembling,  liftens  to  his  word  ; 
Receives  as  truth  what  he  declares  — 

’Tis  God  that  fpeaks — nor  ever  dares 
Difpute  her  Maker’s  fovereign  will. 

What  to  rejedt,  what  to  fulfil. 

What  to  believe,  what  to  difown  ; 

But,  paffiive,  bows  before  his  throne. 

The  man  by  heavenly  wifdom  taught, 

And  into  light  from  darknefs  brought. 
With  humble  faith  and  ardent  love. 

Will  feek  inftrudtion  from  above  : — - 
Speak,  Lord,  he  cries,  thy  fervant  hears  ; 
My  proflrate  foul  thy  name  reveres ; 

That  which  I  know  not  teach  Thou  me. 
The  light  of  life  proceeds  from  Thee  : 
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Caufe  me  to  feel  thy  truths  benign, 

As  well  as  fee  them  brightly  fhine. 

And  let  the  rays  that  charm  mine  eyes 
Xnfpire  my  foul  to  climb  the  fkies : 

X  would  embrace,  with  all  my  heart, 

Thy  facred  Word  in  every  part ; 

My  reafon’s  noblefl1  exercife. 

And  what  mufi  prove  me  truly  wife; 

Nor  dare  reject,  with  proud  difdain. 

What  finite  minds  can  ne’er  explain  : 

But  yeflerday  to  being  brought, 

I  nothing  know,  know  as  X  ought, 

Unlefs  by  Thee  divinely  taught: 

i  «  It  has  always  been  cuftomary  with  tliofe  who  have  wanted  to 
«  fet  afxde  fome  of  the  moft  obvious  truths  of  revelation ,  as  they  are 
<t  generally  efteemed,  mightily  to  cry  up  human  reafon .  But  the 
ft  fiber  ufe  of  region  no  proteftant  hath,  that  I  know  of,  ever  op- 
“  pofed,  if  we  except  a  few  palpable  enthufiafts.  And  to  wilh  for 
“  any  other  ufe  of  reafon,  is  certainly,  in  itfelf,  very  unreafinable. 
*<  It  is  readily  allowed  that  wo  are  to  ufe  our  reafon  in  judging  both 
*t  of  the  evidence  of  the  feriptures  themfelves,  and  the  true  intent 
«  and  meaning  of  what  they  contain.  But,  if  we  think  ourfelves 
“  at  liberty  to  rejeft  any  truth  that  is  apparently  taught  in  the 
“  feriptures  becaufe  it  appears  to  us  irrational  and  ahfurd ,  this  is 
“  not  a  fober  and  right  ufe  of  reafon,  but  a  very  great  abufi  of  it. 
“  And  from  this  abufe  of  reafon  it  is  more  than  probable  moft  of 
t(  the  corruptions  of  Chriftianity  have  arifen. 

Addrefs  to  the  Serious,  &c.  />.  7,  8- 
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Thy  nature,  attributes,  decrees. 

Are  all  unfathomable  fe as. 

Without  a  fhore,  without  a  bound ; 

Not  Gabriel's  line  their  depths  can  found 
No  angel  mind  can  fully  trace 
Thy  ways  of  providence  and  grace, 

Nor  comprehend  the  truths  that  fhine 
In  thy  refulgent  page  divine. 

Like  the  bright  ftars  that  deck  the  Iky  — 
Harmonious,  radiant,  vail,  and  high ! 
When  I  can  fpan  creation  wide. 

And  by  a  word  control  the  tide. 

Then,  not  before,  may  I  pretend 
Thy  boundlef§  mind  to  comprehend, 

i 

And  let  thy  written  counfel  know 
^  Thus  far,  no  further,  fhalt  thou  god* 
Can  I,  frail  infedt  of  a  day. 

Of  feeble  wing,  and  form’d  of  clay. 

Thy  realms  of  light  attempt  t’  explore. 
To  thy  celeftial  palace  foar. 

And  didlate  to  thy  grace  divine 
On  whom,  and  where,  and  how  to  Ihine  ? 

»  .  ,  .  t  ^  «  ♦  •  *  )  V.  .  -  %  j  .  \  •  •  |»;  «/•  **  i 


X 


(  43  ) 

Thy  word,  like  an  increafing  flream. 

Has  various  depths,  which  loud  proclaim. 
Thy  wifdom,  juftice,  power,  and  grace, 
Difplay’d  to  man’s  rebellious  race;  — 

Some  ankle-deep,  fome  fo  profound 
That  reafon  foon  is  in  them  drown  d ; 

A  tide  medicinal  and  pure. 

Where  faith  may  fwim,  and  fwim  fecure  : 
5Tis  potent  faith,  not  feeble  fenfe. 

That  glides  along  the  flood  immenfe. 

Alike  I  credit  every  word 
Dropt  from  thy  mouth,  my  heavenly  Lord  ; 
Nought  but  tranfparent  truth  can  ftream 
From  Thee,  of  light  the  Source  Supreme, 
But  ah!  though  proud,  the  human  mind 

Y‘ 

Is  ever  dim,  and  often  blind. 

Thy  dodtrines  form  a  lafting  chain. 
Which  error  ftrives  to  break  in  vain; 
All  the  bright  links,  unhurt,  withftand 
The  force  and  fkill  of  her  rude  hand. 

Be  this  my  chief  ambition  ftill — 

To  know  thy  word  and  do  thy  will ; 

Fa 


But 


C'  44  ) 

But  ne'er  permit  me  to  deny 
The  myft'ries,  which  are  far  too  high 
For  reafon’s  wearied  wings  t’afcend. 

Or  finite  minds  to  comprehend. — * 

Shall  I,  a  particle  of  clay, 

Inflrud  my  Maker  what  to  fay  ? 

Shall  I  rejedt,  with  proud  difdain, 
Truths  which  thine  oracles  contain. 

As  totally  abfurd  and  vain, 

Becaufe  their  depths  are  too  profound 
For  my  weak  faculties  to  found? 

As  well,  if  I  maintain  confidence. 

May  I  deny  my  own  exiftence. 

Since  I  no  more  can  that  explain 
Than  I  can  mete  the  boundlefs  main. 
Fafls  are  to  man  by  heaven  reveal’d. 
Their  modus  lies  with  Thee  conceal’d ; 
"Tis  thine,  great  God!  to  comprehend 
The  vafl  profound  from  end  to  end. 
The  truths  fublime  thy  lips  declare. 
Howe’er  furpafling  reafon,  are 
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En^rav’d  in  characters  divine. 

And  with  thy  bright  refemblance  fhine; 
Are  clearly  made  to  mortals  known  i 
But  in  a  form  fo  much  thine  own. 

That  neither  men  nor  angels  can 
Conceive  their  mode,  or  grafp  thy  plan. 
Shall  I  admire  no  thought  of  thine. 
Though  Aiming  in  the  page  divine, 
Unlefs  mine  eye  can  trace  it  right 
In  all  it’s  boundlefs  rays  of  light  ? 
Why  may  not  thy  tranfcendent  word, 
As  well  as  works,  O  glorious  Lord, 
Exhibit  wonders  to  our  view, 
Incomprehenfible  and  new  ? 

Why  not  thy  mouth  as  well  as  hand 
Profound  aftonilhment  demand? 

Why  art  thou  boundlefs  in  creation. 
And  circuinfcriV d  in  revelation? 

Why  mull  thy  moral  government 
Be  cenfur’d,  or  afunder  rent. 

While  the  material  heavens  obey 
Thy  univerfal  fovereign  fway  ? 
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Why  mud  philofophers  deface 
The  beauteous  form  of  faving  grace. 

And  yet  difplay  on  every  fide 
Th*  inferior  charms  of  Nature  wide  ? 

Why  thy  fupreme  dominion  own 
In  thy  ftupendous  works  alone  ? 

Shall  I  prefume  to  guide  thy  pen. 

And  make  Thee  write  and  fpeak  like  men  ? 
Haft  thou  not  magnified  thy  word 
O’er  all  thy  name  where’er  ador’d? 

And  made  thy  brighteft  glories  pafs 
Before  our  eyes  as  in  a  glafs. 

In  thy  fair  oracles  divine. 

Where  all  thy  vaft  perfections  fhine  ? 

Thy  name,  O  God  !  I  will  adore, 

Engrav’d  the  whole  creation  o’er; 

But  praife  in  more  exalted  drains 
The  Character  thy  word  contains; 

A  character  all  heaven  admires. 

And  fung  by  the  feraphic  choirs ; 

A  character,  in  which  unite 

Truth,  wifdom,  juftice,  grace,  and  might; 

A  character 
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A  character  completely  fair, 

That  kindles  love,  expels  defpair, 

Removes  our  guilt,  fubdues  our  fin, 

And  fpreads  celeftial  light  within  ■ 

Here  I  behold  my  Saviour  fhine 
With  glories  human  and  divine, 

Th’  eternal  Father’s  equal  Son  — 

His  natures  twok,  his  perfon  one ; 

k  The  Word  was  made  flejh,  and  dwelt  among  us,  ( and  we  beheld 
his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  Begotten  of  the  Father )  ,full  of  grace 
and  truth. — For  unto  us  a  Child  is  born,  unto  us  a  Son  is  given  ;  and 
the  government  Jhall  be  upon  his  J boulder  ;  and  his  name  Jhall  be 
called— Wonderful,  Counfellor ,  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlafing  Fa¬ 
ther,  the  Prince  of  Peace.~~Wben  the  fullnefs  of  the  time  was  come, 

God  fent forth  his  Son  made  of  a  woman,,  made  under  the  law. — Con- 
cerning  bis  Son  Jefus  Chrif  our  Lord ,  which  was  tnade  of  the  feed 
of  David  according  to  the  flejh,  and  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God, 
Wbofe  are  the  fathers,  and  of  whom  as  concerning  the  flejh  Chrijl 
came,  who  is  over  all ,  God  blefled  for  ever. — Let  this  mind  be  in  you, 
which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  who,  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought 
it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God :  but  made  himfelf  of  no  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  was  made  in  the 
likenefs  of  men:  and,  being  found  in  fafhion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  him¬ 
felf,  and  became  obedient  unto  death ,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs. — And,  , 

J  J  *  J  m  yS 

without  controverfy ,  great  is  the  myflery  of  godlinefs  :  God  was 
manifeft  in  the  flejh,  juflified  in  the  fpirit ,  feen  of  angels,  preached 
unto  the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory. 

John  i.  14.  Ifa.  ix.  6.  Gal.  iv.  4.  Rom.  i.  3,4.  ix,  5.  Phil.  ii. 

5)  (>i  7>  1.  Tim,  iii.  16. 
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God  in  the  flefh  • —  myfterious  theme  ! 
The  man  of  woe,  the  Great  Supreme  ! 
The  fcorn  of  men,  creation's  King  !  — ■ 

9 

Whofe  praifes  faints  and  angels  fing! 

The  Lord  of  Life  enduring  death. 

The  objed  of  my  ftedfaft  faith  ! 

Well  may  I  trufl,  at  his  command, 

My  deathlefs  foul  in  Jefus’  hand  — 

That  hand  which  built  the  lofty  Ikies, 
And  loads  the  earth  with  rich  fupplies: 
All  plenitude  of  faving  grace 
Dwells  in  his  heart,  beams  in  his  face  : 
’Tis  He,  my  kind  redeeming  Lord, 
Screens  me  from  juftice’  flaming  fword; 
With  his  fair  righteoufnefs  adorns 
My  naked  foul,  while  in  me  bums 
His  heavenly  love,  the  facred  fire 
That  purifies  each  grofs  defire  — 

Affords  my  dark  defponding  mind 
Celeflial  peace,  and  joys  refin'd — * 
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Makes  me  rejoice  o’er  all  my  foes ; 
Eternal  life  on  me  bellows; 

And  bids  me  with  a  longing  eye 
Behold  the  pearly  gates  on  high. 

At  which  He  enter’d  to  his  throne. 

At  which  his  faints  fhall  reach  their  own ! 
Yes !  at  the  great  decifive  day 
He  will  his  power  and  love  difplay. 

And  all  my  works  of  faith  requite 
With  endlefs  joy  in  realms  of  light ! 
With  Thomas  Him  my  God  I  call — - 
He  is  my  life,  my  heaven,  my  all — 

O  bleffc  Redeemer  !  —  Thee  difown. 

And  trample  on  thy  matchlefs  crown! 

No  —  rather  than  degrade  thy  name 
Let  all  my  vitals  feed  the  flame  !  ” 

Thus  Y  proceeded,  fir’d  with  zeal 
For  truths  Jehovah’s  words  reveal ; 

While  Dodlor  G,  with  learned  pride 
And  fupercilious  fneers,  replied  — 


G 
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cc  What  cant,  what  ignorance  is  this ! 
Is  it  not  fo  ?”  The  reft  faid,  “  Yes  l 
This  Y  a  babbler  we  may  call. 


As  the  Athenians  did  Saint  Paul. 

Pray,  Doftor  G,  expofe  his  folly. 

And  (hew  he  has  miftaken  wholly 
The  meaning  of  thofe  fcripture  phrafes 
On  which  his  Babel  fcheme  lie  raifes.” 

<c  That,  gentlemen.  I’ll  do  with  fpeed. 
And  ftraight  overthrow  his  brainlefs  creed. 
John  !  fetch  me  down  Socinus’  fword. 
And  my  new  piftols,  nicely  bor’d  — 

*c  Here,  Sir,  they  are,  already  loaded, 
And  here’s  the  fword  fo  much  applauded."’ 
tfe  Now  I  am  ready  for  th’  attack, 

And  foon  fhall  lay  him  on  his  back. 
Come,  Y,  T11‘ prove  your  (kill  and  might. 
And  teach  you,  (tripling,  how  to  fight. 
This  common,  t’other  fide  the  wall. 

Will  fuit  us  well,  and  hold  us  all. 

Now,  gentlemen,  you  (land  around, 

And  foon  I’ll  bring  him  to  the  ground.” 


See 
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See  the  huge  Champion  take  the  field. 

With  tinfel  learning  for  his  Ihield; 

A  rufly  herefy  his  fword, 

Worthlefs  as  Jonah’s  wither’d  gourd  : 

His  armour-bearer  carnal  reafon, 

By  heaven  convidtod  of  high  treafon  !— 

The  Chriftian,  Deift,  and  the  Jew, 

Paint  on  his  face  their  various  hue. 

And  form  fuch  features  as  referable 
An  Indian  chief  that  makes  you  tremble. 
Behold  the  hero  ehufe  his  ground. 

Then  look  with  proud  difdain  around  ! 

Next  view  him  fling  his  fheath  away, 

,  f 

And  his  tremendous  blade  difplay! 

Now  hear  him  challenge,  in  a  tone 
Supremely  loud,  not  one  alone. 

But  all  the  brave  undaunted  holt 
That  in  the  crofs  of  Jefus  boaft; 

Though  martyrs  and  apoftles  bled. 

And  fought  vi&orious  at  their  head ! 

Nay,  he’ll  attack  their  mighty  Lord  — 

JTis  fceptre  bend,  and  blunt  his  fword, 

G  2  Degrade 
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Degrade  his  dignity  divine, 

i 

Bid  him  his  fovereign  rule  refign, 

Caft  his  fupreme  dominion  down. 

And  ideal  his  mediatorial  crown  1 
The  Trinitarian’s  God  he’ll  banifh ! 

The  Son  and  Spirit  flraight  lhall  vanifh 
At  his  moft  high  ftupendous  nod* 

For  he  has  fearch’d  and  found  out  God  1 
He  fees  through  every  different  kind 
Of  matter  that  the  fage  can  find. 

And  human  fouls,  material  too, 

Which  he  examines  through  and  through. 
He  has  a  tube,  through  which  he  fees 
The  Deity  and  his  decrees ; 

Not  the  dim  glafs  of  revelation. 

In  which  we  view  our  great  falvation ! 
This  does  not  fuit  the  doctor’s  eyes ; 

A  modern  one  his  fight  fupplies, 
Through  which  he  gazes  on  the  ikies. 
The  great  Jehovah  he  can  trace 
in  all  his  ways  of  ppwer  and  grace ; 

■  vi'  I 
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Yes,  and  define  him  far  more  true 
Than  his  own  word1  could  ever  dot 
Make  way  !  make  way !  let  Doctor  G 
TV  attack  begin.  —  Now  we  fhall  fee 
Which  is  the  beft  and  longeft  fword. 

His  tenets  or  the  written  word. 

Then  G  his  wondrous  fize  difplay’d, 

And  with  an  air  of  triumph  faid 
There’s  only  one,  eternal  God.” 

“  True,”  Y  replied,  and  gave  a  nod : 

“  That  He  who  rules  the  heavenly  hoft 
Is  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 

As  fools  afiert,  I  ne’er  will  credit, 

Though  God  himfelf  had  often  faid  it™. 

i  «  Materiali fm  is  that  fundamental  principle  in  true  philofophy 
«  which  is  alone  perfe&ly  confonant  to  the  doftrine  of  the  fcrip- 
“  tures,  and  muft,  in  the  progrefs  of  inquiry,  foon  appear  to  be  fo  : 
“  and  then,  fhould  it  be  found  that  an  unqueftionably  true  philo- 
«<  fophy  teaches  one  thing  and  revelation  another,  the  latter  could 
«  not  ftand  its  ground,  but  muft  inevitably  be  exploded,  as  con- 
«  trary  to  truth  and  fa£t.”  Difquis.  p.  4*°>  4-*1? 

m  ti  if  the  whole  tenor  of  fcripture  cannot  be  accommodated  to 
**  the  dictates  of  reafon,  the  former ,  and  not  the  latter ,  lhould 
«  remain  unaccounted  for,”  Corrup.  V.  i.  p.  -78* 

One 


(  54  ) 


One  can't  be  three,  three  can't  be  one”; 

So  that  the  Spirit  and  the  Son 

Cannot 

n  C£  What  a  play  upon  words  is  this  ! - ¥  Is  it  neceffary  for 

((  us  at  this  time  of  day  to  repeat  that  we  by  no  means  think  the 

“  three  divine  perfops  in  the  Godhead  to  be  three  in  the  fame  fenfe 

i‘  ii|  which  they  are  one ,  or  one  in  the  fame  fenfe  in  which  they  are 

“  three?  How  often  mull  we  declare  that  we  believe  they  are 

* 

“  three  only  with  refpe£t  to  p  erf  on  and  office,  and  one  in  a  very  dif- 
“  ferent  fenfe,  even  with  refpett  to  nature  and  e fence, 

Addrefs  to  the  Serious ,  &c.  p.  52,  53. 

As  nothing  is  matter  of  diviqe  faith  but  what  hath  a  divine  tefli- 
mony,  and  as  God  alone  is  author  of  all  the  knowledge  we  have 
ofhimfelf,  we  are  to  believe  nothing  concerning  the  Trinity  but 
what  is  clearly  revealed  in  fcripture ;  and  what  is  revealed  we 
ought  "to  believe,  though  it  be  far  above  our  finite  comprehenfions. 
All  parties  are  agreed  that  there  is  but  One  God,  and  that  his  na¬ 
ture  and  perfections  are  incomprehenfible.  The  Trinity,  like  the 
exigence  of  God,  is  an  object:  of  faith,  and  not  of  comprehenfion  j 
and  if  wedilbelieve  it  on  account  of  its  myfterioufnefs  and  in  com - 
prehenfibility,  why  may  we  not  alfo  equally  dilbelieve  every  attri¬ 
bute  of  Deity  ?  How  God  is  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  can 
be  no  more  an  objeft  of  faith  than  the  precife  modus  of  the  divine 
exillence  ;  but  that  he  is  fo,  is  abundantly  evident  from  fcripture , 

Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
pf  the  Father ,  and  of  the  Son ,  and  of  the  Holy  Gho/I. — The  grace  of 
the  Lordjefus  Chrifi ,  and  the  love  of  God ,  and  the  communion  oft  ll* 

Holy  Ghoft ,  be  with  you  all.  Amen.  ~~ For  there,  are  three  that  bear 

\ 

record 
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Cannot  be  God  ;  this  I’ll  maintain 
While  all  my  reafoning  powers  remain.” 

Then  Y  replied,  with  awe  profound, 

*c  We  credit  fadts  which  none  can  found  : 

Th’  eternal  God  is  infinite 
In  wifdom,  majefty,  and  might  : 

This  we  believe,  but  can  no  more  -v 

His  boundlefs  attributes  explore  j[ 

Than  we  can  fpan  the  Indian  fhore.  | 

record  in  heaven,  the  Father ,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghojl,  and 
thefe  three  are  one. 

Mat.xxYiii.  19.  2.  Cof.  xiii.  14.  1.  John,  v.  7. 

See  Travis's  Letters  to  Mr.  Gibbon . 

That  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  God  is  likewife  evident. 

Why  hath  Satan  filled  thine  heart  to  lie  to  the  Holy  Ghcfl  ?  — 
Thou  haft  not  lied  unto  men,  hut  unto  God.  —  The  Holy  Ghoft  fazd, 
Separate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul,  for  the  work  thereunto  I  have 
called  them. — For  it  feemeth  good  to  the  Holy  Ghof,  and  to  us,  to  lay 
upon  you  no  greater  burden  than  thefe  necejfary  things,  •— •  Take  heed* 
therefore,  unto  yourfelves,  and  to  all  the  flock  over  the  which  the 
Holy  Ghojl  hath  made  you  overfeers.  —  Well  fpake  the  Holy  Ghof ,  by 
Efaias  the  prophet,  unto  our  fathers.  —  The  blafphemy  agairfl  the 
Holy  Ghojl / hail  not  be  forgiven  unto  men. 

A&s  v.  3,  4.  xiii.  2.  xv.  28,  xx,  28.  xxviii  25.  Matth.  xii.  32. 


The 
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Th’  exalted  truth  I  now  defend 
Is  not  for  man  to  comprehend. 

Much  lefs  t’  explain,  but  to  receive, 

% 

Admire,  and  cordially  believe, 

As  fliining  in  the  facred  page, 

And  in  the  church,  from  age  to  age : 
God  has  reveal’d  himfelf  to  be 
In  eflence  one,  in  perfons  three ; 

Unlefs  fome  Atter  terms  be  found 
T’  exprefs  a  myftery  none  can  found. 
The  Son  and  Spirit  Aiare  the  fame, 

In  nature,  worfhip,  work,  and  name, 
The  Father  does,  or  God  can  claim. 
And  will  you,  G,  give  God  the  lie, 
And  his  explicit  word  deny? 

Will  you,  a  frail  polluted  clod, 

Dare  contradid  th’  immortal  God  ?— 
Afpire  to  be  fupremely  wife, 

And  teach  the  Sovereign  of  the  Ikies 
G  anfwer’d,  having  paus’d  a  feafon, 

“  You  fight  with  feripture ,  I  with  reafon. 


Could 
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Could  I  difarm  you  of  your  fword, 

By  cuflom  call’d  The  Holy  Word, 

This  blade  of  mine  fhould,  in  a  moment, 
Afunder  cleave  your  crabbed  comment. 

Good  Mr.  H,  my  worthy  friend. 

Does  not  fuch  fluff  your  ears  offend  ? 

It  is  enough,  I  do  protefl, 

To  drive  me  to  your  tent  for  refl. 

I  ne’er  will  pray,  and  of  it  boafl. 

To  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl ; 

Nor  in  the  name  of  each  baptize0. 

Nor  own  them  God  in  any  wife. 

The  Son’s  atonement,  and  the  Spirit’s 

S' 

Renewing  influence  through  his  merits. 

And  tenets  which  this  Y  advances. 

Offend  me  more  than  all  romances : 

But  then  I  can’t  fupport  my  fcheme, 

Unlefs  the  fcripture  I  difclaim, 

o  Dr.  Prieftley  hath  departed  from  the  common  form,  viz. 
“  I  baptize  thee  in  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,”  See  Dr.  Priejlley's  Forms  of  Prayer ,  &c. 


H 


In 
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✓ 


In  a  complete  confident  way: 

I’d  fooner  fling  the  whole  away  : 

Than  hold  th*  opinions  Y  maintains 
The  my  flic  creed  of  fenfelefs  brains/* 

1  hen  Dr.  G  th’  attack  renew’d; 

Warm  was  the  combat  that  enfu’d. 

Ci  The  Saviour,  Y,  whom  you  adore. 

Is  but  a  creature,  and  no  more¬ 
ls  only  man  p,  no  God  at  all ; 

’Though  taller  than  the  Jews,  like  Saul : 

He 

P  “  The  fon  of  Jofeph  and  Mary,  pofleffed  of  no  natural  advan- 
“  tages  over  his  father  Jofeph,  or  any  other  man,  in  a  fimilar 
ts  fituation  of  life,  in  Judea.”  — ee  So  now,  in  heaven,  he  is  no 
“  more  than  virtuous  Chriftians  are  to  be ;  nor  does  he  poffefs  any 
fe  peculiar  authority;  nor  will  he  hereafter,  in  railing  the  world 
iC  from  the  dead,  and  judging  it,  exercife  any  power  which  the 
c '  individuals,  then  railed  and  judged,  will  not  be  equally  capable 
<€  of  exercing.”  Dr.  PrieJJlefs  Letter  to  Dr.  Price,  p.  172. 

There  is  a  Chriflian  for  you !  1  ! 

But  St.  Peter  fays,  Who  is  gone  into  heaven ,  and  is  on  the  right 
band  of  God :  angels ,  and  authorities ,  and  powers,  being  made 
fubjeSl  unto  him.  j  Pet.  iii.  22. 

No  wonder  Dr.  P.  Ihould  alfert  that  the  apollles  were  miftahen ; 
Jefus  Chrift,  according  to  his  fentiments,  “  was  no  more,  exclufive 
ee  of  infpiration,  than  one  of  the  common  peccable  unenlightened 
t(  rnen  of  his  tim  !”  “  He  had  no  beginning  till  he  was  born  of 

the  virgin  about  1770  years  ago,  and  yet  was  in  the  beginning 

with 


(  59  ) 

He  pave  mankind  a  good  example. 

But  never  made  a  free,  an  ample. 

And  efficacious,  fatisfa&ion 

For  human  guilt,  in  thought  and  adtion ; 

No,  no,  he  did  not  fned  his  blood 
To  reconcile  the  world  to  God  - 
His  blood  was  no  redemption-price. 

He  did  not  die  a  facrifice^ ; 

Nor  were  his  fufferings  e’er  defign’d 
T’  obtain  falvation  for  mankind  ; 

His 

«  with  God !  All  things  were  made  by  him,  and  without  him  was 
“  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made ;  and  yet  he  him/el/was  made, 
«  and  many  millions  of  men  and  things  were  made  before  him. 
“  The  world  was  made  by  him,  and  yet  the  world  was  made  4000 
“  years  .before  him .  The  Word  that  was  in  the  beginning  with  God} 
«  and  was  God ,  was  made  fiejh  j  and  yet  Chrift  was  not  made,  and 
“  had  no  exiftence,  till  he  was  born  of  the  virgin,  and  appeared 
<<  injlefh%"  Addrefs  to  the  Serious .  p.  41- 

3  Speaking  of  the  atonement  of  Chrift,  Dr.  Prieftley  fays.  As  I 
“  conceive  this  doftrine  to  be  a  grofs  mifreprefentation  of  the  cha- 
«  rafter  and  moral  government  of  God,  and  to  affeft  many  othei 
“  articles  in  the  fcheme  of  Chriftiany,  greatly  disfiguring  and  de- 
«  praving  it,  I  lhall  fhew,  in  a  further  manner  than  I  mean  to  do 
“  with  refpeft  to  any  other  corruption  of  Chriftianity,  that  it  has 
<<  no  countenance  whatever  in  reafon  or  fcripture  j  and,  therefore, 
«  that  the  whole  doftrine  of  atonement,  with  every  modification 
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His  death  no  true  atonement  made 
,T\vas  but  a  figure1  when  his  faid 
That  he  for  us  a  ranfom  paid. 

4  of  it,  has  been  a  departure  from  the  primitive  and  genuine 
il  doCtrine  of  Chriftiany.” 

Hifiory  of  Corruption  cf  CkriJUanity.  Vol.  I.  p.  153. 

“  Had  Chrift  died  as  a  proper  expiatory  facrifice,  he  lhould  have 
<*  died  on  the  day  of  expiation ,  and  at  the  tune  when  the  high-prielt 
lt  was  entering  into  the  holy  of  holies.”  lb.  p.  193. 

Who  can  withftand  fuch  reafoning  ? 

r  “  The.  figurative  reprefentations  of  the  life  and  death  of  Chrift 
»>=  have  unfortunately  mifled  many  Chriftians,  and  have  been  the 
cc  occalion  of  their  entertaining  opinions  concerning  the  end  of 
*c  Chrilt’s  coming  into  the  world  quite  different  from  thofe  which 
t*  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  hiftory :  opinions  which  have  been 
iC  contradicted  by  the  whole  tenor  of  revelation,  and  which  are  ex - 
<f  tremely  injurious  to  the  character  of  the  everblefied  God.” 

lb.  p.  1 8 1. 

t:  The  moft  remarkable"  of  thefe  figurative  reprefentations  of  the 
“  death  of  Chrilt  is  that  in  which  he  is  compared  to  a  facrificc; 
“  and,  as  a  figure,  it  is  juft  and  beautiful.”  — “  In  a  figurative  fenfe 
tl  the  gofpel  may  bp  faid  to  be  the  moft  expenfive  provifion  that 
“  God  has  made  for  recovering  men  from  the  power  of  fin,  in  order 
C{  to  purchafe  them,  as  it  were,  for  himfelf.”  lb.  p.  iSz,  zoz. 

What  a  figure  does  fuch  divinity  make  ?  Is  not  fahvation  like- 
wife  a  figure  ? 

“  But 


\ 


\ 
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Nor  does  the  page  of  revelation 
Contain  the  fmalleft  information 
For  what  intent  was  Jefus  flain. 

(He  groan’d — he  bled — he  died — in  vain*} 

“  The  old  apoftles,  on  this  head. 

Were  all  miftaken,  and  milled 
The  ancient,  church  for  many  ages. 

Till  learning  rectified  their  pages.’’ 

«  But,  at  this  rate,  what  (hall  we  have  left  that  is  not  figurative,  or 
«<  how  (hall  we  be  able  to  diftinguilh  that  which  is  figurative  from 
“  that  which  is  not  fo  ?  Was  the  agony  of  Chrift  in  the  garden,  when 
(e  he  fwcat  great  drops  of  blood,  a  real ,  or  was  it  only  a  figurative 
“  agony  ?  Was  his  deatli  real ,  or  was  it  only  figurative  ?  Did  he  die 
“  for  fm  really,  or  only figuratively  ?  Was  he  really  wounded  for  our 
“  fins,  and  bruifed  for  our  iniquities,  or  only  figuratively  ?  Did  he 
“  really ,  by  one  offering,  for  ever  perfeathem  that  are  fanaified,  or 
did  he  do  it  only  figuratively  ?  Did  he  really  obtain  eternal  redemp- 
tion  for  finners,  or  did  he  only  obtain  it  figuratively P  Was  this 
te  eternal  redemption  he  obtained  a  real ,  or  was  it  only  a  figurative 
cc  redemption  ?  What  (hall  we  make  of  the  fcriptures,  or  how  (hall 
we  be  able  to  learn  anything  from  them  with  certainty,  ir  we 
a  are  to  be  thus  perplexed  about  the  meaning  ot  fome  of  the 
“  plained  and  mod  pofitive  aflertions  contained  in  them  ?” 

Addrefs  to  the  Serious,  &c .  p.  6a. 

s  “  The  proper,  the  ultimate,  and  the  great  end  ofChrid's  death, 
tx  is  not  pointed  out  in  the  fcriptures .  Corrup.  p.  1 84,  185. 

Adoni(hiz?g  !  Does  not  fuch  a  writer  want  fipeftacles  P 

But 
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But  Y,  undaunted,  with  his  fhield 
Repell’d  each  blow,  maintain’d  the  field. 

And  gave  the  Champion  fuch  a  wound 
As  brought  him,  bleeding,  to  the  ground. 

Thus  he  attack’d,  with  fcripture-fword. 

The  man  that  fights  againft  his  Lord ! 

Can  any  fa6t  more  brightly  Urine 
In  all  the  oracles  divine. 

Than  the  Redeemer’s  Deity, 

And  his  atonement,  full  and  free  ? 

And  is  not  Chrift  the  fure  foundation 
On  which  is  built  our  whole  falvation  ?  c 
You  propagate  a  lean  religion. 

And  colder  than  the  polar  region  ! 

*  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay ,  than  that  is  laid ,  <which 
is  Jefus  Chrijl.  —  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other  ;  for  there 
is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we 
mujl  hefaved .  —  Even  Jefus  which  delivered  us  from  the  wrath 
to  come.— Though  he  were  a  Son ,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the 
things  which  he  fujfered:  and ,  being  made  perfeft,  he  became  tb* 
author  of  eternal  falvation  unto  all  them  that  obey  him.  —  Where¬ 
fore  he  is  able  alfo  to  fave  the?n  to  the  uttermoji  that  come  unto 
God  by  him ,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  inter cefjion  for  them  — — 

i.  Cor.  iii.  n.  A&s,  iv.  12.  1.  Tliefi.  i.  10.  .Heb.  v.  8,  9. 
vi;,  25. 

<c  Your 


/ 
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ii  Your  freezing  tenets11  chill  the  heart; 

Nor  life,  nor  love,  nor  joy  impart : 

Witnefs  your  drowfy,  flender  band, 

And  vacant  pews,  through  all  the  land  : — 
Redeeming  love,  that  fires  the  mind 
With  noble  fentiments  refin’d. 

You  aim  t’extinguifh,  though  in  vain. 

And  but  t’  amufe  your  lhiv’ring  train  :  — 
You  take  away  the  living  bread — 

With  empty  hufks  your  table  fpread  — 

The  richeft  gift  of  heav’n  defpife. 

And  cheat  the  foul  with  fplendid  lies  ! 

Shall  Mofes,  David,  Jeremias, 

With  evangelical  Efaias, 

And  all  the  prophets,  witnefs  bear 
To  Him  who  was  on  earth  to  rear 
A  glorious  kingdom  without  end. 

Where’er  wide  realms  their  bounds  extend !  — • 
Shall  angel-bands  announce  his  birth. 

As  joyful  news  to  all  the  earth,— 

a  Errors  in  doctrine. 
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Proclaim  to  the  admiring  fvvains 
The  Saviour’s  name  in  lofty  drain's, — 

And  thus  all  hail  the  new-born  Chrid, 

“  To  God  be  glory  in  the  highed, 

“  Good-will  and  peace  to  men  around,”— 
Then  clap  their  wings,  and  fpread  the  found  > 
Through  heaven  above,  and  hell  profound! — J 
Shall  eadern  magi,  from  afar, 

Di reded  by  a  wondrous  dar. 

Their  offerings  and  their  tribute  bring, 

Socinus,  to  the  infant  King  !  — ■ 

Shall  Nature  to  his  fceptre  bend!—- 

Shall  mighty  miracles  attend 

His  birth,  his  life,  his  crucifixion. 

And  his  triumphant  refurredtion, 

Defign’d  to  drike  profound  conviction !  — 

Shall  fudden  darknefs  veil  the  fkies. 

And  through  the  world  fpread  vad  furprife  !  — 
Tremendous  fcene! — Shall  mountains  quake!  — 
Sepulchres  burd  ! — The  dead  awake!  — 

And  fhall  not  earth  exclaim  abroad, 
iS  This  was,  indeed,  the  Son  of  God!” 


On 


I 


✓ 
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On  other  columns,  grander  far, 

I  build  the  truth  that  mocks  the  war 
Socinus  and  his  legions  wage 

Againft  th’  invulnerable  page; 

t  » 

Firm  columns,  that  will  e’er  repel 
The  whole  artillery  of  hell; 

Columns,  quadrangularly  plac  d. 

With  equal  ftrength  and  beauty  grac’d  :  ~ 

His  ATTRIBUTES,  his  GLORIOUS  NAMES, 

His  works,  and  the  high  praise  he  claims, 
Through  heaven  and  earth  aloud  pioclaim, 
That  He  is  God,  the  God  fupreme  ! 

Can  any  finite  being  ihine 
With  bright  perfections  all  divine x? 

Be 

.  I 

*  But  unto  the  Son  he  faith.  Thy  throne ,  0  God,  is  for  ever  and 
ever.  Thou ,  Lord,  in  the  beginning ,  haft  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  earth  ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  works  of  thy  hands.  They  fk all 
peri/h,  hut  thou  remaineft :  and  they  all  fh all  wax  old  as  doth  a 
garment ;  and  as  a  vefture  fhalt  thou  fold  them  up,  and  they  foal l 
he  changed ;  hut  thou  art  the  fame,  and  thy  years  fh  all  not  fail.  « 
Jefus  Cbrift  the fame  yefterday,  and  to  day,  and  for  ever.— Before 
Abraham  was  1  am.— I  am  Alpha  and  Omega ,  the  beginning  and 
the  ending,  faith  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was ,  and  which 

1  is 
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Be  omnipresent  and  omniscient? 
Omnipotent  and  self-sufficient? 

Remain 

is  to  come,  the  Almighty.— -I  am  the  firft  and  the  laji ;  1  am  He 
that  li^ve  th,  and  voas  dead ;  and ,  behold ,  1  am  alive  for  evermore  9 
Amen  ;  and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death  —Thefe  things  Jaith 
he  that  holdeth  toe  feven  fans  in  his  right  hand,  who  voalketh  in 
the  midf  of  the  feven  golden  candlejlicks ;  I  know  thy  works ,  and 
thy  labour,  and  thy  patience.— -To  him  that  overcometh  will  1  give 
to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  is  in  the  mi  aft  of  the  paradife  of 
God.  Thefe  things  faith  the  fir  ft  and  the  l aft,  which  was  dead, 
and  is  alive }  1  know  thy  works.— Thefe  things  faith  the  Son  of 
God,  who  hath  his  eyes  like  unto  a  fame  of  fire. — And  he  needed 
not  that  any  Jhould  teftify  of  man  ;  for  he  knew  what  was  in  man. 

« — New  are  we  fare  that  thou  know  eft  all  things,  and  needeft  not 
that  any  man  fbould  ajk  thee :  by  this  we  believe  that  thou  camcfi 
forth  from  God. — • And  no  man  hath  afeended  up  to  heaven  but  he 
that  came  down  from  heaven,  even  the  Son  of  Man  which  is  in 
heaven. — For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name , 
there  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them.— And,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alvjay , 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world. —  My  father  worketh  hitherto ,  and 
1  work.  1  her ef ore  the  Jews  fought  to  kill  him ,  becaufc  he  had  not 
only  broken  the  fxbbath,  but  Jaid  alfo  that  God  was  his  Father , 
making  himfelf  equal  with  God.— For  as  the  Father  raifeth  up  the 
dead,  and  quickeneth  them',  even  fo  the  Son  quickeneth  whom  he 
will. — Marvel  not  at  this',  for  the  hour  is  coming  in  which  all 
that  are  in  the  graves  Jball  hear  his  voice.— 1  will  raife  him  up  at 
the  left  day. — -The  Son  of  Man  ft:  all  fend  forth  his  angels,  and  they 
ft' A!  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them 

•  which 
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Remain  immutably  the  fame?  — 
And  reign  the  potentate  fupreme? 


which  do  iniquity ;  and  they  Jhall  caji  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire. — - 
And  unclean  fpirits .,  when  they  Jaw  him ,  fell  down  before  him ,  and 
cried)  faying.  Thou  art  the  Son  of  God. — Behold ,  I  giv:  you  power 
to  tread  on  Jerpents ,  and  fcorpions ,  and  ever  all  the  power  of  the 
enemy ;  and  nothing  fall  by  any  means  hurt  you. — All  things  that 
the  Father  hath  are  mine. — He  is  Lord  of  alL — ■ For  to  this  end 
Chrifi  both  died  and  rofe,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord  both 
of  the  dead  and  Jiving* — Chrifi  is  the  head  of  the  church',  and  he 
is  the  Saviour  of  the  body :  the  church  is  fubjeft  unto  Chrifi  — God 
alfo  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is 
above  every  name ;  that  at  the  name  of  Jejus  every  knee  Jhould 
lew,  of  thhigs  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth ,  and  things  under  the 
earth',  and  that  every  tongue  Jhould  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrifi  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father  .—AThe  kingdoms  of  this  world 
are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrifi ;  and  he 
Jhall  reign  for  ever  and  ever , — Of  the  increafe  of  his  government 
and  peace  there  Jhall  be  no  end :  upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  upon 
his  khigdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  efiablijh  it  with  judgment  and  with 

jufiice, from  henceforth,  even  for  ever. - Heb.  i.  8,  £0?  1 1,  12. 

xiii.  8.  John  viii.  58.  Rev.  i.  8,  17,  18.  ii.  1,  2, 

7,  8,  18.  John  ii.  25.  xvi.  30.  iii.  13.  Matth.  xviii.  20« 
xxviii.  20.  John  v.  17,  18,  21,  28.  vi.  40.  Matth.  xiii.  41, 
42.  Mark  iii.  11.  Luke  x.  19.  John  xvi.  15.  Afts  x.  36. 

Rom.  xiv,  9.  Ephef.  v.  23,  24.  Phil.  ii.  9,  10,  11.  Rev. 

xi.  15.  Ifai.  ix.  7. 
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O  blulh,  Socinus  !  or  deny 

That  there’s  a  God  who  rules  on  high. 

My  Saviour  bears  each  glorious  name^ 
And  title  that  a  God  can  claim;  — 

y  This  is  the  name  whereby  he  Jhall  be  called ,  The  Lord  our. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS,  (JEHOVAH  TsiDKENU.) - The  Mighty  God, 

The  Everlafting  Father,  The  Prince  of  Peace. —  But  unto  the  Son 
he  Jaith ,  Thy  throne ,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever.  — ‘l  his  is  the 
true  God,  and  eternal  life.  — -  Who  is  over  all,  God  bleffed  for 
ever.  Amen. — Feed  the  church  of  God  which  he  hath  pur  chafed 
with  his  own  blood. — My  Lord  and  my  God. — The  Lord  faid,  1  am 
Jefus  whom  thou  perfecutef .  —  And  he  trembling,  and  aftonijhed, 
faid.  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  And  the  Lord  faid 
unto  him,  Arife,  and  go  into  the  city,  and  it  fhall  be  told  thee  what 

thou  muf  do. - The  Lord  faid  unto  him.  Go  thy  way,  for  he  is  a 

chofen  veffel  unto  me,  to  bear  my  name  before  the  Gentiles,  and 
kings,  and  the  children  of  IJrael.  —  And  Ananias  faid.  Brother 
Saul,  the  Lord,  ( even  Jefus  that  appeared  unto  thee  in  the  way  as 
thou  catnef,)  hath  fent  me,  that  thou  might  eft  receive  thy  fight, 
and  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft .  —  Then  remembered  1  the  word 
cf  the  Lord,  how  that  he  faid,  John  indeed  baptized  with  water , 
but  ye  Jhall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft . — For  had  they  known 
it,  they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory.  — •  Thefe  fhaf 
make  war  voith  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb  Jhall  overcome  them  : 
for  he  is  Lord  of  lords ,  and  King  of  kings.  —  He  is  Lord  of 
all.— —1  am  Alpha  and  Omega ,  the  firft  and  the  laft,  I  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  faith  the  Lord, 
which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come — the  Almighty . — * 
Ter.  xxiii.  6.  Ifaiah  ix.  6.  Heb.  i.  8.  i.  John,  v.  20.  Rom. 

w 

ix.  5.  Afts  xx.  28.  ix.  5,  6, 15,  17.  xi.  16,  1.  Cor.  ii.  8.  Rev. 

xvii.  14.  A£ts  x.  36.  Rev.  i.,  11,  8. 
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The  Lord  of  lords  —  The  King  of  kings, 
Whofe  lofty  praife  all  nature  fings;— 

The  Firil— The  Laft — The  Prince  of  Peace, 
Whofe  government  fliall  never  ceafe ;  — 

The  Everlafting  Father  He  — 

The  true,  the  mighty  God  —  which  G 
Would  fain  efface  with  his  black  pencil. 
That  he  his  Deity  might  cancel. 

With  numerous  more  exalted  names 
Which  our  divine  Redeemer  claims;  — 
Names  which  belong  to  God  alone, — 

The  undivided  Three  in  One. 

Burn,  Do&or  G,  your  horrid  creed, 

•  1  , 

Or  be  an  infidel  indeed. 

Philofophy,  the  Champion’s  boaft. 

In  his  divinity  is  loft. 

Deeds  that  proclaim  a  power  divine. 

And  Chew  an  infinite  defign, 

Demonftrate  to  the  world  abroad 
Their  Author  is  the  mighty  God. 

But  G  the  caufe  will  fet  afide, 

Though  the  well-known  effefls  abide. 


The 


(  7°  ) 

The  Saviour’s  works ,  as  well  as  grace. 

Out  of  his  creed  he  will  erafe. 

Th’  Almighty  Son,  whom  he  dethrones. 

And,  like  the  Jewifh  fcribes,  difowns. 

With  his  fupremely  powerful  hand 

Hath  form’d  the  globe  on  which  I  ftand ;  — « 

The  heav’ns,  with  all  their  fliining  hofts. 

And  wide  creation’s  furtheft  coafts z, 

Th’  angelic  powers  above  the  Ikies, 

And  him  who  now  his  God  denies  ! — * 

His  word  fuftains  the  diftant  poles. 

The  boundlefs  univerfe  controls  ; 

And  rules  till  time  fhall  end  his  race. 

The  world  of  nature  and  of  grace a :  — 

Surprising 

« 

2  All  things  were  made  by  him ,  and  without  him  was  not  any 
thing  made  that  was  made.  —  For  by  him  were  all  things  created 
that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth ,  vifble  and  invifble * 
whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  ■principalities,  or  powers  * 
all  things  were  created  by  him  and  for  him.  —  And  he  is  before  all 
things,  and  by  him  all  things  conftf. - John  i.  3.  Col.  i.  16,  17, 

*  All  things  are  delivered  unto  me  of  my  Father :  and  no  man 
hioweth  the  Son  but  the  Father :  neither  knoweth  any  man  the  Fa~ 

fher 
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Surp riling  miracles  b  obey 
My  great  Redeemer's  fovereign  fway 
Difeafes,  death,  and  demons,  fly 
Before  the  radiance  of  his  eye ; 

The  boifterous  winds,  and  raging  waves* 
Opening  at  once  ten  thoufand  graves. 

Pay  prompt  obedience  to  his  will. 

And  at  his  gentle  nod  are  {till  : 

At 

ther  fave  the  Son,  and  he  to  whomfoever  the  Son  will  reveal 
him . — And  he  is  the  head  of  the  body  the  church ;  who  is  the  begin - 
ing,  and  the  frfi-born  from  the  dead ;  that  in  all  things  he  might 
have  the  preeminence.  —  For  it  pleafed  the  Father  that  in  him 
fhould  all  fulnefs  dwell ;  and  ( having  made  peace  through  the  blood 
of  his  crofs  )by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  himfelf ;  by  him,  I  Jay , 
whether  the))  be  things  in  earth  or  things  in  heaven. — Out  of  thee 
j hall  come  a  Governor,  that  Jhall  rule  my  people  Ij'raet.  —  There 
(hall  be  a  root  of  feffe ,  and  he  that  Jhall  rife  to  reign  over  the 
Gentiles ,  in  Hint  fall  the  Gentiles  truf-  -  And  he  hath'  onh  is  vef- 
ture,  and  on  his  thigh,  a  name  written.  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords.  —  For  he  muf  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies 
under  his  feet . — The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdom s 
of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrif  ;  and  he  Jhall  reign  for  ever  and 

ever.  - Matth.  xi.  27.  Col.  i.  18,  19,  20.  Matth.  ii.  6.  Rom, 

xv.  12.  Rev.  xix.  16.  1.  Cor.  xv.  25.  Rev.  xi.  15. 

b  “  Dr.  Prieftley  fpeaks  of  the  miracles  of  Jefus  Chrift  as  inferior, 
«  in  point  of  magnitude  and  fplendour,  to  thofe  of  Mofes.  The 

“  juftnefs 
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At  his  command  the  dead  arife. 

And  countlefs  faints  afcend  the  fkies ; 

Heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  meet,  at  his  word> 
Before  his  bar,  and  own  their  Lord  : 

•  i 

His  flaming  eyes  all  worlds  behold. 

All  fecret  deeds0,  or  late,  or  old: 

His 

il  juftnefs  of  this  conceffion  might  be  difputed.  The  miracles  of 
“  Mofes,  in  general,  were  as  the  fplendour  of  lightning  ;  but 
«  thofe  of  Jefus  Chrift  were  as  the  fun  —  clear,  fteady,  benign.” 

Bicheno's  Friendly  Addrefsto  the  Jews,  p.  29. 

Mofes  wrought  his  miracles  at  the  command  of  God,  and  the 
apollles  wrought  their  miracles  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefiu  :  But 
when  did  Jefus  Chrift  work  any  miracle  at  the  command,  or  in  the 
name,  of  the  Lord  ?  Did  he  not  work  all  his  miracles  by  his  own 
divine  power,  and  at  his  own  fovereign  will  ?  Conlidered  in  this 
point  of  view,  the  miracles  of  Chrift  were  a  glorious  proof  of  his 
Deity.  When  did  any  exclaim  at  any  miracle  wrought  by  either 
of  the  prophets  or  the  apollles,  What  manner  of  man  is  this ,  that 
even  the  winds  and  ihefea  obey  him!  Matth.  viii.  27.  Was  the 
fun  darkened,  did  the  earth  quake,  were-  the  rocks  rent,  and  the 
graves  opened,  at  the  crucifixion  of  our  Lord  ?  Did  he  raife  him* 
felf  to  life  ?  and  did  many  bodies  of  the  faints  arife  out  of  their 
graves  after  his  refurreftion  ?  What  can  be  more  auguft  and  awful, 
unlefs  it  be  his  fhaking  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  his  railing  all 
the  dead,  at  the  laft  day  ? 

C  How  could  Jefus  Chrift  be  the  judge  of  the  world,  if  he  were 
not  omniprefent  and  omnifcient,  or  if  “  he  poJJ'efed  no  peculiar 
(C  authority  P"  Seep.  52. 


(  n  ) 

His  lips  a  righteous  fentence  pais4 
On  all  around,  of  every  clafs ; 

The  juft  adjudge  with  him  to  reign. 

And  finners  doom  to  endlefs  pain.  *— 

He 

J  The  Father  judgeth  no  man  ;  hut  hath  committed  all  judgment 
unto  the  Son.— When  the  Son  of  Man  Jhall  come  in  his  glory ,  and 
all  the  holy  angels  with  him ,  then  Jhall  he  ft  upon  the  throne  of  his 
glory ;  and  before  him  Jhall  be  gathered  all  nations  ;  and  he  Jhall 
feparate  them  one  from  another ,  as  a  Jhepherd  divide th  his  Jhesp 
from  the  goats  ;  and  he  Jhall  Jet  the  foeep  on  his  right  hand,  but  the 
goats  on  the  left. — Then  Jhall  the  King  fay  unto  them  on  his  right 
hand,  Come ,  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father ,  inherit  the  kingdosn  pre¬ 
pared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Then  Jhall  he  Jay 
alfo  unto  them  on  the  left  hand ,  Depart  from  me ,  ye  cur  fed ,  into 
everlafing  fre,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels . — And  he 
commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the  people ,  and  to  tefify  that  it  is  he 
which  was  ordained  of  God  to  he  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead,—— I 
charge  thee  therefore  before  God ,  and  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrijl ,  who 
foall judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at  his  appearing  and  his  kingdom. 
For  we  mufi  all  appear  before  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrif ,  that  every 
one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his  body ,  according  to  that  he 
hath  done ,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad.- — John  v.  22,  Match, 
xxv.  31,  32,  33,  34,  41.  Aits  x.  42.  2  Tim.  iv.  1; 

2  Cor.  v.  10. 

Will  Dr.  Prieftley  be  pleafed  to  inform  us  whether  Jefiis  Chriil 
will  appear  upon  his  own  judgment  feat,  or  only  before  it,  as  we 
muft  all  do  ? 

K  “  It 
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I-Ie  fpake  as  never  fpake  before 
Or  man  or  angel :  fuch  the  power 
And  high  authority  he  fhow’d  — 

His  di&ion  was  the  ftyle  of  God :  — ■ 

I  fay! — I  tell  you! — I  command! — • 

All  government  is  in  my  hand  f 
“  This  man  blafpliemeth/’  fays  the  Jewe;-~ 
And,  pray,  Socinus,  what  fay  you? 

«  Xt  appears  to  me  that  the  do&rine  of  Clirift’s  Ample  humanity, 
»  when  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  fcripture  account  of  his 
«  exaltation,  implies  an  inconfiftency  and  improbability  which  fall* 
«  little  ftiort  of  impoflibility ;  and,  confequently,  that  this  doc- 
trine  not  only  renders  the  fcripture  unintelligible ,  but  Chriftianity 

«  itfelf  incredible. - The  fcriptures  tell  us  that  Chrift,  after  his 

“  refurrettion,  became  Lord  of  the  dead  and  living;,  that  he  had 
k  all  power  given  him  in  heaven,  and  earth  ;  that  angels  were  made 
«  fubje6l  to  him ;  and  that  he  is  hereafter  to  raife  all  the  dead,  to 
4 ‘  judge  the  world,  and  to  finifh  the  fcheme  of  the  divine  moral 
<<  government  with  refpeft  to  this  earth,  by  conferring  eternal 
«  happinefs  on  all  the  virtuous  and  punilhing  the  wicked  with  ever- 

“  lafiing  definition. - Confider  whether  fuch  an  elevation  of  a 

“  mere  man  is  credible ,  or  even  pojjible.  Can  it  be  believed  that  a 
«  mere  man  could  be  advanced  at  once  fo  high  as  to  be  abo\*e 
«  angels,  and  to  be  qualified  to  rule  and  judge  this  world?’' 

Dr.  Price's  Sermons  on  the  Chrifiian  Doctrine,  p.  146,  147. 

e  This  man  hlafpbemeth.—Tbe  Jews  anfiwered  him.  faying.  For 
a  good  work  we  fione  thee  not but  for  blafphemy,  and  becaufe  that 
thou ,  being  a  man,  makefi  thyfelf  God .  Matth.  ix.  3.  John  x.  33. 

Inform. 
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Inform  us.  Sir  —  Is  the  Redeemer 
The  mighty  God,  or  a  blafphemer? — - 
His  works  of  grace  as  brightly  fhine. 

And  prove  the  Saviour  is  divine; 

His  power  the  fchemes  of  hell  defeats,  1 
New  heav’ns  and  a  new  eardi  creates,  > 

And  drives  grim  death  from  his  retreats ;  j 
His  blood  a  captive  world  redeems f. 

And  from  his  heart  falvation  ftreams  &. — 

He 

iC  f  And  as  this  do&rine  of  the  atonement  is  fo  effential  to  the 
4 ‘  rational  confolation  of  guilty  man,  the  bleffed  God  has  taken 
t{  care  to  fet  it  before  us,  in  l>is  book,  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  and 
to  fpeak  of  it  with  the  moft  determinate  precifion  mortal  lan- 
guage  is  capable  of;  fo  that  it  requires  an  uncommon  degree  of 
ec  critical  abilities  to  put  upon  the  words  he  has  been  pleafed  to  ufe 
“  in  this  cafe  any  thing  like  a  plaufible  fenfe  contrary  to  the  idea 
il  of  a  true  and  proper  facrihce  or  propitiation  for  the  fins  of 
*(  men.”  Turner's  EJJ'ays  on  Import  ant  Subjects-  Vol.  I.  p.  2u. 

g  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  Jin  of  the 
world!  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the  ftp* j.  — The  S 'or  of  Man  came 
to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many . — Who  vas  made  fin  for  ns9 
that  is ,  a  fn-ojfering. — Who  here  our  fins  in  bis  own  body  upon  the 
tree . — Who  fvjfcred  the  jufi  for  the  unjufi  — Wes  once  offered  to 
bear  the fins  of  many . —  By  one  offering  he  hath  for  ever  per  fed e  '  them 
that  are  fanclified.  — Who  appeared  to  take  away  fin  by  the  Jacrifice 
of  himfilf — In  burnt-offerings  and  facrifices  for  fin  thou  hudft  no 

2  pie  afire  i 
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He  lives  —  he  dies  —  he  reigns  on  high — - 
For  guilty  millions  doom’d  to  die! 

His  fpirit  breathes  the  life  of  God 
On  fouls  in  moral  death’s  abode ; 

And  ft  ill  that  heavenly  life  maintains. 

Till  the  celeflial  realms  it  gains.  His 

% 

pleafure ;  then  J 'aid  I,  to,  1  come  ( in  the  <; volume  of  the  hook  it  is 
written  of  me  J  to  do  thy  will ,  O  God.  By  the  which  will  we  are; 
fanftifed  through  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jeffs  Chriji  once  for  all . 
God [pared  not  his  own  Son ,  but  freely  delivered  him  up  for  us  a!l.— 
He  was  delivered  for  our  offences,  and  raffed  again  for  our juft  iff 
cation.— God  coonmendeth  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we 
were  yet  fnners  Chriji  died  for  m — In  the  midst  c.f  the 
j  KRONE  food  a  lamb  as  it  had  been  fain. — Lheje  are  they  which 
came  out  of  great  tribulation ,  and  have  wefoed  their  robes,  a?id 
have  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  —  Thou  art 
worthy  ;  for  thou  waf  fain,  and  haf  redeemed  us  unto  God  by  tby 
blood.  —  Ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  but  with 
the  precious  blood  of  Chrif,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemijh  and 
without  fpot. — In  whom  voe  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the 
forgivenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.- — Whom  God 
hath  ft  forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to 
declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remijfion  of  fins  that  are  paf, 
through  the  forbearance  of  God  ;  to  declare,  I fay,  at  this  time  his 
righteoufnefs,  that  he  might  be  jvfi,  and  the  juftifer  of  him  that 
believeth  in  Jeffs.  — Without  fhedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remijfion . 
7 he  blood  of  ffejus  Chrif  his  Son  cleanfeth  us  from  all fin . — If  the. 
blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  and  the  afhes  off  an  heifer ,  fpr inkling^ 
the  unclean ,  fan&ifieth  to  the  purifying  of  the  flejh ;  how  much 

more 


(  77  } 

His  foul -reviving  fmiles  diipel 
The  fhades  of  woe,  the  dread  of  hell. 

While  with  his  pure  immortal  love 
He  feafts  triumphant  faints  above  ! 

Eternal  life  h  his  fheep  he  gives  — ■ 

He  that  believes  for  ever  lives  1 

more  Jhall  the  blood  of  Chrijl ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered 
himfelf  without  fpot  to  God,  purge  your  confidences from  dead  works  to 
/ewe  the  living  God!*. — Chrifl  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  right e- 
oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth. — John  i.  29.  x.  15.  Matth. 
xx.  28.  2  Cor.  v.  21.  1  Pet.  ii.  24.  iii.  18.  Heb.  ix.  28.  x.  14. 
jx.  26.  x.  6,  7,  10.  Rom.  viii.  32.  iv.  25.  v.  8.  Rev.  V. 
6.  vii.  14.  v.  9.  t  Pet.  i.  18,  19.  Ephef.  1.  7.  Rom.  iii.  25j  26. 

Heb.  ix.  22.  1  John  i.  7.  Heb.  ix.  13,  14.  Rom.  x.  4. 

« 

If  Jefus  Chrift  did  not  die  to  make  atonement  for  fin ,  how  could 
his  death  be  a  difplay  of  the  love  of  God ;  or  his  fufferings,  he 
being  an  innocent  perfon,  be  confident  with  the  juilice  and  equity 
of  the  divine  government  ! 

h  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life  ;  and  they  f:all  never  perijh,  nei¬ 
ther  Jhall  any  pluck  them  out  of  7ny  hand. — This  is  the  record ,  that 
God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life  ;  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son , — lam 
crucified  with  Chrijl ;  neverthelefs  I  live  ;  yet  not  /,  but  Chrijl 
liveth  in  me:  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flejh  I  live  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God ,  who  loved  me ,  and  gave  himfelf  for 
me.  — r  When  Chrijl,  who  is  our  life ,  Jhall  appear,  then  Jhall  ye  alfo 
appear  with  him  in  glory, — John  x.  28.  1.  John.  v.  11.  Gal.  ii. 
20.  Col,  iii,  4, 


All 


(  78  ) 

All  grace  below,  all  blifs  fupremc 
In  worlds  on  high,  proceed  from  him  l 
And  all  the  crowns  referv’d  in  heaven 
Are  by  the  Lord  of  glory  given  ! 1 
But  this  redemption,  life,  and  love, 

Socinus ’  pride  will  ne’er  approve  :  — 

No;  Jefus’  merits  he’ll  difown. 

And  triumph  in  himfelf  alone! 

Why  don’t  you  fpurn  the  Chrillian  name. 

And,  with  the  Jew,  aloud  blafpheme  ? 

Confidence  fhews  that  Chrift  the  Lord 
Should,  therefore,  be  as  God.  ador’d; 

The  objed  He,  O  glorious  name! 

Of  pray’r  k,  hope  k,  faith  k,  and  love  fupreme  k! — 

And 

i  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death ,  and  I  'will  give  thee  a  crown  of 

life, _ Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefst 

which  the  Lord  the  righteous  judge  (hall  give  me  at  that  day\  and 
not  to  me  only ,  hut  unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing 
And  when  the  chief  Shepherd  Jhall  appear  ye  Jhall  receive  a  crown 
of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. — Rev.  ii.  io.  2.  Tim.  iv.  8.  i.Pet. 
v.  4. 

k  Is  not  this  he  that  deftroyed  them  which  called  on  this  name  in 
Jerufalem  ? — And  they  floned  Stephen ,  calling  upon  God ,  and  fay - 
ing.  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my  fpirit .  Lord,  lay  not  this  Jin  to  their 

charge * 


(  79  ) 

And  countlefs  fads  in  heaven  above, 

And  earth  beneath,  the  inference  prove. 

Hark,  Dodor  G,  what  found  is  that  ?  — 

To  you  it  feems  extremely  flat; 

But  to  my  ear  a  heavenly  found. 

And  as  melodious  all  around 
As  if  the  high  feraphic  choirs 
Were  finging  to  their  golden  lyres. 

We  all  agree,  throughout  the  nation. 

That  pure  religious  adoration 

Belongs 

c},arge.  —  Now  God  hitnfelf  \  and  our  father,  and  our  Lord  Jefm 
Chriji ,  direS  our  ‘way  unto  you.  —  Paul  and  7  imotheus,  the  ser¬ 
vants  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  all  the  faint  tin  Chriji  Jefus  which 
are  at  Philippi ,  with  the  bijbops  and  deacons :  Grace  be  unto  you , 
and  peace  from  God  our  father ,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus 

Christ.- If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope  in  Chriji ,  we  are  of 

all  men  moft  miferable.  -  Paul,  an  apofle  of  Jefus  Chriji,  by  the 
commandment  of  God  our  Saviour,  and  Lord  Jefus  Chriji,  which  is 
our  HOPE .-Ye  believe  in  God,  believe  alfoin  ^.-Believe  on 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chriji  and  thou  fh alt  be  faved  —Phat  wefbouldbe  to 
the  praije  of  his  glory,  who  fir f  trusted  in  Chriji .-1  know  whom 
1  have  believed,  aud  1  am  perfuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that 
which  1  have  committed  unto  him  againfl  that  day.  — He  is  able 
alfo  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermojl  that  come  unto  God  by  him.— 
If  a  man  love  me  he  will  keep  my  words',  and  my  father  will 
love  him ;  and  WE  will  come  unto,  him ,  and  make  our  abode  with 


C  So  ) 


Belongs  to  God,  and  God  alone, 

Whole  effence  and  whole  name  is  one. 

Th’  eternal  God  will  never  own 
A.  rival  in  his  glorious  throne. 

Nor  give  an  idol-god  his  praile :  — 

The  fun  Ihall  firft  withhold  his  rays. 

The  blefs’d  difciples  of  our  Lord 
Their  Saviour  God  as  God  ador’d; 

Nor  did  the  Saviour  once  decline 1 
T’ accept  their  homage  as  divine. 

The 

him.— ‘Whom  having  not  feen ye  love  ;  in  whom,  though  novo ys 
fee  him  not,  yet ,  believing,  ye  rejoice  voith  joy  unfpeakable  and  full 
cf  glory . — Grace  be  vith  all  them  that  love  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chriji 
in  fncerity. —  If  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriji,  let  him 
be  anathema  jnaranatha.—  A£ls  ix.  21.  vii.  59,  60.  1.  ThelT.  iii. 

11.  Phil.  i.  1,  2.  1.  Cor.  xv.  19.  1.  Tim.  i.  1.  John  xiv.  1. 

A6ts  16.  31.  Epli.  i.  12.  2.  Tim.  1.  12.  Heb.  vii.  25.  John 
xiv.  2-3.  1.  Pet.  1.  8.  Eph.  vi.  24.  1.  Cor.  xvi.  22. 

1  That  all  men  Jhould  honour  the  Son ,  even  as  they  honour  the 
father .  —  He  that  honour eth  not  the  Sen  honour eth  not  the  Father 
vohich  hath fent  him .  — Then  they  that  nvere  in  the  /hip  came  andvoor - 
foipped  him,  faying ,  Of  a  truth  thou  art  the  Son  of  Gocl .  —  And 
they  came  and  held  him  by  the  feet,  and  voorjhipped  him.  — And  i* 
came  to  pafs  vohile  he  bleffed  them  he  voas  parted  from  them ,  and 
carried  up  into  heaven .  And  they  voorjhipped  him,  (that  is,  after 

he 


(  8!  ) 

The  fymbols  of  his  painful  death  m 
The  God  exhibits  to  our  faith. 

Till 

he  was  carried  up  into  heaven),  and  returned  into  Jerufalem  with 
great  joy. — And  as  Peter  was  coming  in  Cornelius  met  him ,  and  fed 
down  at  his  feet ,  and  worjhipped  him but  Peter  took  him  up ,  faying 
Stand  up  i  1  my f elf  aljo  am  a  man .  —  And  1  John  faw  thefe  things 
and  heard  them  .’  and  when  I  had  heard  and  feen  Ifell  down  to  wot  - 
Jhip  before  the  feet  of  the  angel  which  Jhewed  me  thefe  things.  I  hcrz 
faith  he  unto  me.  See  thou  do  it  not ;  for  lam  thy  fellow -ferns  ant, 
and  of  thy  brethren  the  prophets ,  and  of  them  which  keep  the  Pay¬ 
ings  of  this  booh :  worfhip  God.—IJefus  have  fen t  mine  angel  *  to 
tefify  unto  you  thefe  things  in  the  churches,  1  am  the  ROOT  and 

the  of  spring  of  David,  and  the  bright  and  morning  far. - 

John  v.  23.  Matth.  xiv.  33.  xxviii.  9.  Luke  xxiv.  51,  52. 
Afts  x.  25,  26.  Rev.  xxii.  8,  9,  16. 

What  opinion  muft  Dr.  Prieftley  entertain  of  the  holiness  and 
■\jmility  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  He  muft  have  been  either  infinitely 
treater  than  Peter  and  John,  as  well  as  Solomon  and  Jonas ;  or 
elfe  (horrid  to  exprefs  !)  the  proudeft  man  that  ever  exifted! 

*  And  yet  Dr.  Prieftley  afferts,  “  So  now  in  heaven  he  is  no 
“  more  than  virtuous  Cbriftians  are  to  be,  nor  does  he  poffefs  any 
“  peculiar  authority.” 

Will  every  virtuous  Chriftian  hereafter  have  an  angel  at  his  com¬ 
mand  ? 

m  The  cup  of  bleffing  which  we  blefs,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the 
blood  of  Chrif  ?  The  bread  which  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion 
of  the  body  of  Chrif  ? — And  when  he  had  given  thanks  he  brake  it > 
and faid.  Take,  eat,  this  is  my  body,  which  is  broken  for  you :  this 

L  do 


/ 


Till  he  {hall  come  the  Judge  of  all* 

And  worlds  before  him  proftrate  fall. 

It  was  the  Father’s  great  command. 

Which  G’s  affociates  dare  withftand, 

That  all  fhould  honour  as  fupreme 

* 

Th*  exalted  Son,  as  they  did  Him,  J* 

Since  both  in  nature  are  the  fame. 

And  did  the  Father  thus  ordain  ? 

And  did  the  Son  his  right  maintain? 

And  did  th*  apoftles n  him  adore  ?  ' 

And  did  hell  tremble0  at  his  power? 

Andi 

do  in  remembrance  of  me.  After  the  fame  manner  alfo  he  took  the 
cup ,  when  he  hadfupped,  faying ,  This  cup  is  the  New  Tef anient  in 
my  blood ;  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me. 
For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread ,  and  drink  this  cup ,  ye  do  floe™  the 
Lord’s  death  till  he  come. — i.  Cor.  x.  16.  xi.  24,  25,  26. 

What !  perform  this  religious  fervice  in  remembrance  of  a  mere 
man ! 

n  I  thank  Chrifi  Jefus  our  Lord,  who  hath  enabled  me ,  for  that 
he  counted  me  faithful ,  putting  me  into  the  minifry .  —  And  that  he 
died  for  all,  that  they  which  live  Jhould  not  henceforth  live  unto 
themfelves ,  but  unto  him  which  died  for  them ,  and  rofe  again.— 
For  ye  ferve  the  Lord  Chrif • — 1  Tim.  3.  12.  2  Cor.  v.  15.  Col. 

iii.  24* 

0  And  behold  they  cried  out ,  faying.  What  have  we  to  do  with 
thee,  Jefus,  thou  Son  of  God?  Art  thou  come  hither  to  torment  us 


(  33  ) 

And  will  not  you ,  rebellious  G, 

With  every  creature  bow  the  knee  p 
Before  the  2;reat  Emmanuel’s  throne) 

r  O 

And  his  fupreme  dominion  own  ? 

Hear  what  the  fovereign  Father  fays. 

And  then  withhold  the  Saviour’s  praife : 

“  But  to  the  Son  9  his  lips  proclaim — 
ie  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  e’er  the  fame, 

“  Without  beginning,  change,  or  end  ; 
ic  And  let  all  heaven  before  it  bend: 
tc  Let  all  the  angels  worlhip  Him 
«  My  equal  Son  !  their  Lord  fupreme.”— 

“  No 

before  the  time  ?  —  The  devils  befought  him,  faying.  If  thou  caft  us 

out,  f  offer  us  to  go  away  into  the  herd  of fwi  ne .  Matth .  viii.  29,  31. 

*  * 

P  We  Jhall  all  fiand  before  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift  :  for  it  is 
written.  As  1  live,  faith  the  Lord,  every  knee  J hall  how  to  wit , 
and  every  tongue  (hall  confefs  to  God . — fhat  at  the  name  of  Jefus 
every  knee  Jhould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth, 
and  things  under  the  earth  ;  and  that  every  tongue  Jhould  confefs 

that  JeJus  Chriji  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  lather. 

*  Rom.  xiv.  10,  11.  Phil.  ii.  10,  n. 

q  And  again,  when  he  bringetb  in  the  Firft -begot  ten  into  the 
world,  he  faith ,  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God  worjkip  him.— And 

hz  tf 


'  (  84  ) 

“  No;”  cries  imperious  Dodor  G, 
ci  I’ll  contradid  that  old  decree. 

They  (han’t  —  they  (han’t  adore  the  Son, 

Nor  bow  at  his  inferior  throne : 

Nor  man,  nor  God  with  all  his  might. 

Shall  tell  my  reafon  what  is  right :  — 

And  as  for  the  harmonious  found. 

You  dream’d  you  heard  fo  fweet  around, 

5Tis  difcord  all,  it  grates  my  ear — 

I  never  wi(h  fuch  jars  to  hear. 

I  never  will,  I  never  can. 

In  fongs  divine  adore  a  man ; 

Nor  look  to  him  for  righteoufnefs. 

Eternal  life,  and  heavenly  peace  :  — 

I  never  will  adore  a  creature, 

Howe’er  auguft  in  every  feature  ; 

Nor  is  it  rational  that  I 
Should  worihip  him  I  now  deny, 

of  the  angels  he  faith ,  Who  maketh  his  angels  /pints,  and  his  mi - 
tiiflers  a  faming fire .  But  unto  the  Son  he  faith.  Thy  throne ,  O 
Cody  is  for  ever  and  ever  :  a  fceptre  of  righteoufnefs  is  the  fceptre  of 
thy  kingdom* — Heb.  i.  6,  7,  8. 

And 


I 


(  85  ) 


And  give  the  praife  which  I  difown, 

Before  the  high  celedial  throne.”  — 

Go  on*  go  on,  pray.  Doctor  G, 

And  let  your  creed  confident  be  : 

Elijah-like,  your  zeal  difplay, 

Baal’s  altars  raze,  his  prophets  flay — - 
I  mean,  the  cc  idol-Chrid’’  demolifh. 

And  all  his  worlhip  quite  abolifh 
Through  every  land  beneath  the  fky. 

And  the  celedial  realms  on  high ; 

Reclaim  th’  adorers  of  the  Son, 

Old  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  and  John ; — 
Apodles,  taught  by  infpiration 
The  glorious  mydery  of  falvation  ; — 

Confeflors  of  illudrious  names, 

Who  worfhipp’d  Jefus  in  the  flames  ;  — 

Renown’d  reformers,  who  ador’d 

In  life  and  death  their  bleeding  Lord ; — 

f  %  '* 

And  endlefs  crowds,  from  age  to  age. 

Illumin'd  by  the  facred  page  :  — 

And,  when  you’ve  purg’d  each  tribe  and  nation 
pf  all  this  vile  abomination. 

Swift 


\ 


/ 
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Swift  in  your  fiery  car  afcend 

V 

The  diftant  fides,  that  you  may  mend 

♦ 

The  creed  and  pra&ice,  molt  erroneous, 

Of  faints  above,  who  fing  harmonious, 
tc  Th’  atoning  Lamb  that  once  was  flain 
“  A  world  to  fave,  but  lives  again, 

“  Is  worthy  of  united  praife 

cc  From  heaven  and  earth,  through  endlefs  days, 

*e  Let  every  heart,  and  every  tongue, 

“  Join  in  a  new  immortal  fong— 

*c  To  Him  who  wafh’d  us  in  his  blood,. 
te  And  made  us  kings  and  priefls  to  God 

Unftring 

t  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  andwajhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own 
Hood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefls  unto  God  and  his  Father , 
to  him  be  glory  avd  dominion  fur  ever  and  ever ,  Amen.— And  they 
fung  a  new  fong ,  faying ,  Fhou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book ,  and  to 
open  the  feals  thereof  i  for  thou  waft  fain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to 
God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue ,  and  people ,  and 
nation  :  and  haf  made  us  unto  God  kings  and  priefls  :  and  we  fall 
reign  on  the  earth.  And  1  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many 
angels  round  about  the  throne,  and  the  beafs,  and  the  elders ;  and 
the  number  of  them  was  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand ,  and  thou - 
fands  of  tboufandi :  faying  with  a  loud  voice,  W orthy  is  the  Lamb 
THAT  WAS  slain  to  rereive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and 

ftrength,  and  honour ,  and  glory,  and  bleffing.  And  every  creature 

which  ' 
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*»■  * 

Un  firing  each  loud  feraphic  lyre, 

And  filence  all  the  heavenly  choir; 

Yes !  —  tell  your  Maker  he  is  wrong 
To  bid  them  found  fo  vile  a  long  : 

Contemn  the  great  Jehovah’s  name— 

From  off  his  feat  pull  down  the  Lamb, 

And  be  your  reafon  God  fupreme ! 

Go,  G,  o’erturn  th*  eternal  throne. 

And  in  its  fiead  fet  up  your  own.” 

The  .Champion  now  receiv’d  a  wound  ; 

And  fell,  like  Dagon,  to  the  ground. 

His  brethren  trembled  for  his  fate. 

Bewail’d  aloud  his  vanquifii’d  ftate. 

And  ftrove  to  place  him  on  his  feat. 

He  lay  awhile  in  fad  furprife  ; 

Grinn’d  horrible,  and  roll’d  his  eyes  ; 

which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  earth ,  and  under  the  earth ,  and  fuch  at 
are  in  the  fea ,  and  all  that  are  in  the?ny  heard  /,  faying,  BleJJing , 
and  honour,  and gl  ,  ■  d power,  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon  the 
throne ,  and  unto  the  amh  for  ever  and  ,ver.  *— -Rev.  i.  5,  6.  v.  9, 
10,  11,  12,  13. 

Who  can  forbear  exclaiming,  after  perufing  the  fcripture  paflages^ 
inferted  in  thefe  pages,  though  a  multitude  more  might  have  be^ 
introduced, — How  plain,  how  various,  and  numerous,  are  the  proofs 
of  the  divinity  and  of  the  atonement  of  Jefus  Chrift  !  And  how 
ftrange  is  it  that  any  man,  who  believes  in  revelation,  fliould  deny 
thefe  evident  and  important  truths ! 

0 


Then 


(  83  ) 

Then  ftretch’d  his  arm  and  grafp’d  his  fword/ 
Stood  up  to  prove  himfelf  no  coward, 

And  thus  addrefs’d  Y’s  mighty  Lord  : 

“  Thou  Galilean,  Jofeph’s  fons. 

Another  father  haft  thou  none ; 

Thou  art  a  man  of  great  renown  — 

A  good  and  virtuous  man,  I  own  ; 

Though  in  fome  in  fiances  miftaken*, 

Like  Matthew,  Mark,  Paul,  Locke,  or  Bacon; 
True — thy  accepting  adoration, 

Howe’er  fublime  thy  worth  and  ftation. 

Does 

a  “  The  hiftory  of  the  miraculous  conception  of  Jefu$  does  not 

appear  to  me  to  be  fufficiently  authenticated.  Your  facred  books, 
61  as  well  as  ours,  being  written  by  men ,  neither  of  them  can  be 
il  expefted  to  be  entirely  free  from  miftakes,  or  exempt  from  inter- 

<<  polations. - Myfelf,  and  many  other  Chriftians,  are  no  believers 

cc  in  the  miraculous  conception  of  Jefus,  but  are  of  opinion  that  he 
4<  was  the  legitimate fon  of  J oj eph” 

> 

Dr.  Prief  ley's  fourth  letter  to  the  Jews,  p.  40,  41, 

Jofeph  believed  otherwife — Nonv  the  birth  of  Chrijl  nvas  on  this 
nvife :  When  as  his  mother  Mary  nvas  efpoufed  unto  Jofeph,  before 
they  came  together  foe  nvas  found  nvith  child  of  the  Holy  Ghofl ■■ 
Behold ,  a  virgin  Jhall  be  nvith  child ,  and  pall  bring  forth  a  fon , 
and  they  pall  call  his  name  Emmanuel)  nvhich  being  interpreted ,  is, 
God  nvith  Matth.  i.  i3,  2.3. 
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Does  not  befpeak  that  humble1  fpirlt. 

Which  chiefly  reigns  in  men  of  merit* 

,Tis  hugely  ftrange,  I  muft  confefs. 

That  thou,  a  man,  fhouldft  dare  addrefs 

The  King  eternal  as  his  peer. 

And  that  in  terms  fo  ftrong  and  clear ; 

With  him  be  equally  ador’d. 

And  flyle  thyfelf  Almighty  Lord  ! 

But  thou,  a  creature,  art  not  God; 

And  this  I  dare  proclaim  abroad  : 
yes — thou  waft  liable  to  fin. 

Howe’er  immaculate  within  : 

t  «  Either  our  Lord  was  more  than  a  mere  man,  or  even  than  a 
«  mere  angel ;  nay,  either  he  is  the  great  I  AM,  which  had  an 
«  exiftence  not  only  before  Abraham,  but  before  the  world  began, 
“  and  upholds  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  or  elfe  he  muft 
u  ]:aqje  been  one  ofthejalfeft  and  < vileft  of  the  human  race ,  for  making 

<«  puch  groundlefs  pretenfions. - If  this  iyftem  *  be  really  true,  the 

u  fcriptures  of  courfe  muft  be  falfe,  and  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  be 
a  ranked  among  the  greateft  hypocrites  and  impoftors  that  ever  ap- 
«  peared  on  earth.” - See  a  brief  and  difpaftionate  View  of  the  Dif¬ 

ficulties  attending  the  Trinitarian ,  Arian,  and  Sochian  Syfiems ,  p.ia, 
by  Jofiah  Tucker ,  D.  D.  Dean  of  G  louc eft  er, 

*  The  Unitarian* 

M  Thine 


\ 


I 
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Tfiine  excellencies,  though  they  Ihine, 

Are  all  but  human,  none  divine ; 

The  pompous  names  on  thee  bellow’d 
Ought  to  be  giv’n  alone  to  God : 

00  , 

V 

Impoflible  that  thou,  a  man, 

Couldft  execute  creation’s  plan : 

Thou  never  didft  for  fin  atone; — - 
Man  mull  be  fav’d  by  works  alone : 

The  worfhip  paid  thee  is  no  more 
Than  many  kings  receiv’d  before. 

The  pall  ages  produced  by  Y, 

To  prove -his  tenets,  I  deny 
To  be  a  part  of  revelation. 

Nor  fit  for  Reafon’s  approbation;: 

For  furely  Reafon,  1  maintain. 

O’er  Revelation u  ought  to  reign  t 

What 

u  Dr.  Prieftley  aflerts,  that,  if  the  whole  tenor  of  feripture  cannot 
be  accommodated  to  the  dilates  of  reafon,  the  former,  and  not  the 
latter ,  Ihould  remain  unaccounted  for.  Corrupt,  i,  p.  278. 

«  As  it  is  not  pretended  that  there  are  any  miracles  adapted  to 
“  prove  that  Chrift  made  and  fupports  the  world,  I  do  not  fee  that  we 
“  are  under  any  obligation  to  believe  it  merely  becaufe  it  was  an 

“  opinion- 
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What  reafon  fays,  and  that  alone. 

Will  I  as  truth  celeflial  own ; 

For 

et  opinion  held  by  an  apoftle. —  It  is  not,  certainly,  from  a  few 
“  cafual  exprelhons,  which  fo  eafily  admit  of  other  interpretations, 
(t  and  efpecially  in  epifolary  writings,  that  we  can  be  authorifed 
•£<  to  infer  that  fuch  was  the  ferious  opinion  of  the  apoftles.” 

Dr.  Prief ley's  Hi/lory  of  the  Early  Opinions  concerning  Chrif , 

Vol.  i.  p.  6 3,  70. 

What  triflers  thefe  apoftles  were !  Had  they  any  ferious  opinion  at 
all  ?  Muft  not  all  appeals  to  their  epiftles  be  at  an  end  ?  And 
wherein  does  the  above  aflertion  differ  from  deifm  ? 

Dr.  Prieftley  thinks  the  hiftory  we  have  in  the  third  chapter  of 
Genefis,  and  the  fubfequent  references  to  it  in  the  facred  writings, 
and  particularly  in  Rom.  chap.  v.  and  1  Cor.  chap.  xv.  is  no 
evidence  of  there  having  fuch  an  event  taken  place  as  is  commonly 
underftood  by  the  fall .  He  acknowledges  that  the  hiftory  in 
Genefis  of  Adam’s  trail fgreftion  was  intended  by  Mofes  to  account 
for  the  introduction  of  death  among  mankind.  But  it  is,  as  he 
calls  it,  a  very  lame  account,  which  Moles  had  collected  from 
tradition.  He  intimates  alfo,  with  refpeCt  to  St.  Paul’s  references 
to  it,  that  theydeferve  no  very  ferious  regard.  “  Notwithftanding” 
he  fays,  “  the  frequent  mention  that  is  made  of  the  love  of  God  in 
“  the  gift  of  his  Son  by  the  apoftles,  it  is  never  faid  to  be  to 
<<  undo  any  thing  that  had  been  done  by  the  fall j  fome  pafiages  of 
<<  Paul  alone  excepted,  who  calls  Chrift  the  laft  Adam,  and  makes 
**  ufe  of  terms  that  imply  that  death  was  introduced  by  Adam,  as 
ti  eternal  life  was  by  Jelus  Chrift.  But  the  writings  of  this  apoftle 
«<  abound  with  analogies  and  antithefes,  on  which  no  very  ferious 
ftrefs  is  to  be  laid.” 

Dr.  Priejiley's  Appendix  to  bis  Sermons,  p.  376. 

M  z  “  The 

1 


For  my  bright  reafon  is  di&ator 
To  the  omnipotent  Creator : 

Unerring  reafon  dwells  with  me  ; 

Whilft  Y  is  blind,  I  clearly  fee  : 

And  men.  of  liberal  education x 
Belt  know  the  truths  of  revelation  : 

I  own 

«  The  Old  Teftament  is  throughout  a  moft  unaccountable  book, 
it  an(j  the  religion  it  exhibits  is  defective  in  the  moji  ejjfenttal  article.” 

Corrupt  p.  15s? 

# 

Is  not  Dr.  Prieftley,  likewife,  a  moft  unaccountable  divine? 

«  That  the  books  [of  the  New  Teftament]  were  generally  re¬ 
ef  ceived  and  not  immediately  rejeaed  by  thofe  to  whom  they  were 
<c  addrefled,  is  a  proof  that  the  hiftory  which  they  contained 
<<  is,  in  the  main,  authentic,  but  by  no  means  pioves  that  every 
««  minute  circumftance  in  them  is  true.” 

Corrup.  p.  368,  369. 

«  The  precepts  of  the  Old  Teftament  are,  for  the  moft  part,  fuch 
«  that  it  is  hard  tos  believe  that  they  proceeded  from  God ;  they 
<<  ^  either  fo  light,  or  vain,  or  fuperftitious,  or  even  foolifti  or 
*l  ridiculous  :  and,  upor^  the  whole,  they  feem  not  to  be  worthy 
of  God.” 

See  Ry land's  Contemplations ,  Vol.  II.  p..  139.  note. 

x  “  The  advocates  for  the  Calviniftic  doarines  confift  chiefly  of 
perfons  of  little  learning  or  education.” 

Corrup .  V.  I.  p.  32$. 

But 


I  own  thou  didft  exift  below 
Near  eighteen  hundred  years  ago, 

Since  hiftory  proves  the  fa d  fo  clearly 
That  I  muft  credit  it  fincerely : 

But  that  thou  didft  as  God  exift 
Is  what  my  reafon  muft  refill. 

And  quite  erafe  each  fcripture  line 
That  tells  the  world  thou  art  divine. 

4  *\ 

This,  this  is  truth;  I  fay  ’tis  fo;  — 

So  learn’d  a  man  as  I  muft  know ! 

My  ipfe  dixit  is  enough 
To  overthrow  all  fcripture  proof.” 

Then  Y,  provok’d  to  hear  his  Lord 
Difhonour’d  in  his  Name  and  Word, 

Gave  Dodor  G  another  thruft. 

Which  laid  the  champion  in  the  duft. 

But  Jefus  Chrift  fays,  1  thank  thee ,  O  Father ,  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth ,  hecaufe  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and 
prudent ,  and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes.  Even  fo.  Father,  for 
fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight.  Matth.  xi.  25,  26. 

How  happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  world  had  Dr.  Prieftley 
lived  in  the  days  of  our  Saviour,  that  he  might  have  inftru&ed 
both  him  and  his  difcipies ! 

Ah, 
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Ah,  Do&or  G!  I  now  behold 
Your  face  unmafk’d!  I  fee  a  bold, 

A  crafty  foe  to  that  kind  friend. 

On  whom  our  hopes  of  heaven  depend : 

The  God,  the  Saviour,  you  oppofe  — 
The  man  alone  efcapes  your  blows. 

The  Jew  might  thank  you,  were  your  creed 
A  little  alter’d  ;  pray  proceed ; 

It’s  feveral  parts  with  care  review. 

And  form  the  whole  to  fuit  the  Jew. 

The  Deift  likewife,  your  half-brother. 

And  you,  may  foon  quite  meet  each  other; 
In  reafon’s  track  his  footfteps  trace ; 

He’s  juft  before,  do  mend  your  pace. 

You  undermine  truth’s  citadel. 

Not  like  an  open  infidel. 

That  founds  aloud  the  trump  of  hell; 
Frofefting  to  defend  and  grace  it. 

You  artfully  attempt  to  rafe  it. 

What  !  you,  a  friend  of  Revelation, 

Aim  to  deftroy  the  grand  foundation 
Of  our  ftupendous  exaltation!  — 


Degrade 


Degrade  the  Son  and  Holy  Spirit* 
And  ftrive  t’  eftablifli  human  merit!  — 
You ,  daily  feafted  at  his  board, 

Lift  up  the  heel  againfl  the  Lord!  — 

You,  though  to  him  your  all  you  owe. 
Prove  his  difouis’d  and  mortal  foe !  — 

O 


What !  Judas-like,  in  holy  orders. 

Betray  the  Saviour  to  his  murd’rers  I 
Pretend  to  take  the  Chriftian’s  part. 

And  flab  hi3  Sovereign  to  the  heart ! 

0  blufh  with  fhame,  (nor  think  me  rude 
For  your  deep-dy’d  ingratitude! 

How  will  you  face,  another  day. 

The  God  whofe  caufe  you  now  betray  ? 
Or  ftand  before  his  awful  throne 

i 

Whofe  power  and  grace  you  now  difown 

/ 

Polluted  reptile  of  the  ground  ! 

The  cross  embrace  with  awe  profound. 


Or  ftraight  the  [acred  altar  quit  ; 
Nor  join  in  one  the  hypocrite 
And  the  l^afpheming  infidel  — 
The  blackeft  character  in  hell ! 
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Go,  take  your  loads  of  ammunitidn, 

Your  long-perverted  erudition, 

With  your  unhallow’d  reafon’s  lamp. 

To  Bolingbroke’s  or  Hobbes’s  camp : 

There — there — beneath  their  banner,  charge 
Each  evangelic  truth  at  large; 

But,  O !  beware  you  don’t  expire 
By  the  fierce  flalli  of  your  own  fire ! 

The  Champion  ftrove  to  rife  again, 
Frowning  revenge,  but  ftrove  in  vain; 

He  now  receiv’d  a  mortal  wound ; 

His  anxious  friends,  that  flood  around. 
Convey’d  him,  bleeding,  off  the  ground 
To  Lindfey’s  houfe,  as  lying  near, 

(And  Lindfey  was  his  friend  fincere,) 
Where  art  exerted  all  her  power 
To  fave  him,  now  o’erwhelm’d  with  gore : 
But  ah,  he  died !  how  fad  his  fate ! 


His  death  —  how  awful  to  relate  ! 
A  gloomy  dread  and  wild  furprife 
Low’r’d  on  his  brow,  flar’d  in  his 


eyes. 

\ 


No 
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No  fmile  of  love  from  Jefus’  face  !  — 

He  dill  contemned  redeeming  grace  — 

He  held  his  own  obedience  fad, 

And  fcorn’d  th*  atonement  to  the  Ja ft  — 

Then,  with  a  doleful  mortal  groan. 

Shot  the  tremendous  gulf  unknown.! 

Thus  fell  the  huge  Socinian  Chief, 

In  fighting  for  his  fond  belief; 

Difowning,  with  his  lated  breath. 

The  merits  of  the  Saviour’s  death. 

But  where  he  mud  for  ever  dwells, 

I  leave  to  that  dread  day  to  tell, 

Whofe  light  fhall  reach  th’  abyfs  of  hell ; 

And,  whilft  I  fing  the  Champion’s  fall, 

Own  Jesus  LORD  and  JUDGE  of  all. 

/ 

y  The  reader  will  perceive  that  the  Socinian  fchetne  is  perfonified 
in  this  poem ;  the  writer  judges  no  man. 


EPITAPH. 

$ 
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epitaph. 

By  R.  N. 

IN  philofophy  drown’d, 

9 

For  error  renown’d. 

In  ftate  moft  profound. 

Here,  deep  under  ground. 

Lies  the  reafoning  divine.  Dr.  G.  , 

On  trial  ’twas  found 
His  faith  was  not  found ; 

Though  with  confidence  crown’d. 

He  receiv’d  his  death  wound 
From  Y,  who  was  wifer  than  he. 


THE  E  N  D. 


